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/\T the great annual fair at Francfort^ In die/ 
year 14(54, an immense concourse of people 
were assembled from all Quarters of Europe, and 
among others, the Lady Bianca d'Alberto, and\ 
the young Seraphina, her niece, from beyond 
the Alps. The Signora Bianea was the widow ' 
of an officer, whose brother, also in the army, 
had been killed in endeavouring to screen him 
from the fatal effect of a blow, which was 
aimed at him by a desperate enemy. The bro- 
ther, Ferdinand d'Alberto, received the wound, 
and after struggling a few minutes, expired in . - ! 
his arms. The last word that trembled on his 
lips, was Scraphina ! This was sufficient for thfe t' 

Colonel— he, from that moment, considered i 

Seraphina as the sacred legacy of his dying 
brother ; and as soon as he returned from the 
campaign, introduced the young orphan (for het 
mother had died in g;jving her life), to his wife, 
the aflectionate and vii*^jous Bianea, who rea- 
dily adopted the interesHhg charge, and had : 
ever treated her with maternal afl'ection. ' 

After the death of the Colonel, who had fallen [ 
in a subsequent action, the Lady Bianea was - 
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i2 MAGICIAN. 

attacked by a slow consulting illness, wbick 
had long preyed upon her constitution, and 
which, it was apprehended, would carry her 

J prematurely to her grave. To avert effects so 
atal, the physicians, who resembled those of the 
eighteenth century, finding the^ could do no 
more for her at home, prescribed what they ought 
to have done at first, and ordered her to travel. 
Having reached Francfort near the time of 
the fair, she determined to avail herself of the 
opportunity to shew; Seraphina a little of the 
world. In those days, it was not thought a duty 
incumbent on parents and guardians to attend 
their young charges to every place, of dissipa^- 
tipn; nor had it been the fashion to do so 
during the youth of the Ladv Bianca! The 
good lady knew very little, tnerefore, of the 
world to which she now undertook to introduce 
her niece. Pious and innocent, she had con- 
cerned herself very little about the cultivation 
of her mind, and had grown to old age in ,^r/ 
an ignorance, wonderful at a period so enlight- -^v * 
enea as the fifteenth century. She regularly ". 
told her beads, and had left considerable sums . 
to pay for masses for the soul of her deceased 
D' Alberto" — a ceremony she would have thought 
herself culpable to omit, because she doubted 
not of its power to abridge the period of his 
remaining in purgatory. 

But with respect to the management of so 
subtile, so volatile, so spiritual an essence as a 
girl of sixteen, no one could be more unfit for 
such a task than the good Lady Bianca. She 
was not, however, aware #f her incapacity ; for ^ 
Seraphina, though sb5' sometimes perceived 
blunders in her aunt's conduct,yet never noticed 
them, but contented herself with counteracting 
their effect by the prudence and propriety of 

her 
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her own manner ; and as she paid the most 
iniplicit respect and deference to the Signora, 
that venerable relative continued to thiiiK her. 
prudent management the reason why so young 
and so lovely a creature as Seraphina preserved 
such invariable good conduct* She loved her * 
niece as much as she was capable of loving, 
and Seraphina returned her aflfection with the 
most unblemished piety. The Lady Bianca 
thought her young charge the most beautifiil 
being on eartn : it the young lady, did not give 
her aunt the samfe exclusive praise for wisdom, 
it was because she doubted her own powers of 
making the comparison. In all the wayward 
caprices of bad health, and worse spirits, 
Seraphina had been her attentive and patient 
nurse, had obviated every inconvenieikce, and 
spueetened every difficulty with a gentle assi- 
duity that did honour to her heart and to her 
understanding; and now accompanied her in 
her slow and toilsome peregrination across a 
vast and rugged country, in tne fond hope of 
seeing her aunt revive from so continued a 
change of air, and of receiving pleasure and 
improvement herself from a succession of new 
and various objects. The Colonel Alberto had 
fallen in Germany, and it was to visit his tomb 
that the Signora had crossed the Alps, and en- 
countered all the fatigues of a long and painful 
journey ; but the end in view had sanctified the 
crusade for Biahca, and the amusements of 
every moment rendered it charming to 
Seraphina! 

Notwithstanding their • goodwill, however, ' 
as travelling was' not then arranged in the 
cominodious manner it is at present, our two, 
females found themselves fatigued with the 
flying German wagg(m, and thought it fortunate 
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that the fair at l''rancfort offered them a reasan- 
able pretext for staying at that city long enpugh 
to refresh themselves; and ^having happily 
obtained a decent chamber, they contented- 
themselves with the accommodations which a 
.place so very full could afford them, and 
amused themselves all day long with the various 
diversions of the town* A bull-fight succeeded 
to a horse-race, a mystery to a boxing-match. 
Seiaphina, who had never heard of so much- 
dissipation, .was enchanted ;' and but for the 
thick black veil which concealed her face and 
fio;urc, would ha\^ enchanted every youth in 
trancfort: but the Signora Bianca thought the 
tramontanes unworthy of so bright a gem, and 
resolved to preserve her niece for some Italian 
Cavalier. . 

One clay they followed the crowd to view the 
wonderful tricks of a conjurer,, who, in league 
with a Gip$y, performed such astonishing feats, 
that it was the general opinion throughout. - 
Francfort that he was, certainly, if not the great- 
devil himself, at^least his prime minister 'anf^vx 
favourite agent. The dead couid not rest quicjS^ 
in their tombs for him, nor the pocket-books,' 
rings, and watches of the spectators in their 

Eockets. True, they were not always lose;^ by 
is tricks ; — d topaz. from one lady's fintrer was 
oft^n c-vchanged for an emerald from another's; 
and the three-tailed wig of a counsellor was per- 
haps replaced by the f>ill-dressed f^fe of an anti- 
quated belle. The metamorphoses thus effected, 
had a singular and grotesque effect; but the 
company ceasec^ laughing at these ludicrous 
exertipn$ of his power, to wonder at his insight 
into tlie past, and his predictions of the future- 
predictions so mysterious and unintelligible^- 
as. fully exercised the talents of those to whom . 

they 
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MAGICIAN-, 5 

they were addressed, while they impressed theij' 
minds with a strong conviction ot" ti'iith. By 
oracles so impressive, he stimulated curiosity,- ' 
and excit^d.interest. Every one- pressed to him 
to be told that wiiich had tilready befallen him ;• 
and by the accuracy in tha^ respect, to judge of 
the probability of his prophecies^' when lie sud- 
denly proposed to unveil the secret thoughts of 
any person present. . I uoredulity sat on the 
stretched features of every individual, arid but 
few presented themselves to the test. livery 
one, How<;ver, who made the trial, confessed in 
their turn that he had really read in their hearts, 
and discovered tlieir hidden imaginitions. 

He at length approached the seat where the 
Signora Bianca and the youthful Seraphina 
were placed ; and after passing some unim- 
poitarit tricks ou the aunt, proposed to shew 
to th^ niece the/ whole progrefss of her futm*e. 
life* . Seraphina shrunk back, bhishing and dis- 
mayed ; norcould all the encouragement of lier 
aunt induce her to submit to such an exhibitioti. 
The .Gipsy and the conjurer now gave the 
cpmpany to understand that they would make 
her a party without her actjuiescence ; and were 
even proceeding to take some steps for that " 
purpose, when aloud and solemn voice uttered— 
^^ If thqu darest, Gorst !" 

The magician hesitated, and turned paje: 
he remounted the elevated seat he had quitted 
to address Seraphina, and cast a wistful look 
thrgugh the crowd ; but he drew back his eyes ' 
with an expression of disappointment, while the 
spectators, full of astonishment, enquired in^ , 
vain *^ Who" had spoken. No one could point 
out the person who had uttered words that had 
had so instantaneous and awful an effect on the-" 
multitude. Curiosity wab suspended, or rather 

B 3 directed 
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directed to a new object ; nor did Gortz fof- 
some minutes s^em anxious to recal it to him* 
self. He was too deeply engaged in a scru- 
tinizing survey of fais audience^ to make any 
attempts to renew the diversions. 

At length he seemed to be dubiously satisfied^ 
and again left his exalted station. He per- 
formed, with less dexterity thun before, some of 
his former feats, and the tigitation of his mind 
was visible in the perturbation of his manners. ^ , 
He proceeded, however, and meeting with no 
further interruption, gradually recovered his 
spirits 'y though, not unfrequently, he turned 
suddenly round, to examine those nearest 
to him. At length, he propased to shew 
Seraphina the form of her future husband". 
She tremblingly replied that she had no curi- 
osity, and besought her aunt to quit the place, 
and return home* The Signora Bianca^ how- 
ever, whetlier she had more curiosity than her 
niece, or whether she did not credit the indif- 
ference of so young a creature on a subject so 
interesting, encouraged the man to proceed^ 
assuring Seraphina that there could be no harm 
in it, as it was done so publicly, and that it 
could not be a real ghost, because the man that 
was to be her husband could not be yet dead, 
and therefore she needed not to be alarmed. 

Seraphina remonstrated against the illega- 
lity, not to say the impiety, of these proceed- 
ings ; she alledged that, in order to shew the . 
appearance of a living person, it was necessary 
td throw them into a lethargic state, and to 
separate the soul from the body— that this 
could only be done by the most horrid incanta- 
tions, equally revolting both to humanity and 
true religion j and concluded by reiterating her 
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request to be spared this tiuiej and to be al- 
lowed to returu home, both which requests the 
Signora Bianca, who felt a childish cariosity, 
and amusement in all that passed, decidediy 
refused ; and Gortz proceeded in his prepara- 
tions for the intended display of hi» power. 
He addressed Seraphiija in an awful tone of 
voice, beseeching her not to be alarmed : she, 
whose countenance was all innocence and 
virtue, needed not, he assured her, to admit any 
fear, 

^^ I cannot endure," replied she firmly, '^ to 
witness these nefarious arts ; I conjure you, by 
all that is sacred, to desist i" 

The same voice repeated—'^ Gortz!" 
The magician trembled more than before> 
and it was longer before h(? recovered. At 
length, however, Signora Bianca desired to be 
told her future fortune, and withdrew with 
Gortz to a reniote corner of the room. Seraphina 
was not allowed to follow^ and she trembled ^^ 
finding herself thus left alone in tjbe midst of 
strangers, from whose notice her thick veil did 
not now obscure her. She looked with anxiety 
at her aunt, wishing she would return, when, 
6n turning her head on one side, she perceived 
at her elbow a tall , man, of a most singular 
appearance, whose whole attention seemod 
engrossed by her. Surprised that she had not 
before remarked so extraordinary a person, and 
alarmed, she knew not wherefore, at his steady 
gaze, she would have crossed the room to th^ 
spot where her aunt yet remained in close conf 
ference with Gortz, but hei*. trembling limbsf 
were unequal to support her ; a thousand times 
she wished herself out of this scene of magic 
and infernal incantatioq, but she had no meaqi 
of quitting it. Even were she out of it/- she was 
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ignorant of the way back to her hotel, anci even 
-had shfe known tne way, she dared not have 
^^pGsed herself to traverse aloiie the streets of 
Francfort, at a moment when it was so croVded 
with idle and dissolute company. ' She co,uld 
not contemplate the appefarance of the strange 
man beside her, though he as fully engrossed 
her thoughts as she aid his gaze. His eyes 
were fixed upon her, and whichever way she . 
turned, she sefemed to feel their piercing bril- 
liancy. 

At length the Signora Bianca returned to her 
, seat, apparently much pleased with the com- 
munications of Gortz. Seraphina now, with 
redoubled earnestness, besought her to retlirn 
home ; but the old lady assured her there was 
much to come still more worthy of their atten- 
tion than any thing they had yet seen, and 
reiterated her decjaration that there was nothing 
to fear. 

After a while, Gortz again ajproached her, 
and seemed determined, by a species of artifici^.! 
■courage, te proceed in his incantations. She 
%as about to speak again, w^en she felt herself 
touched on the shoulder next her gazing com- 
■pai|idn. She looked round, and he said in ia 
hfoide, which, though softened to female ten- 
iderness, she' instantly i*ecognised for the s-^me 
•that had already tv/ice checked GortZ'— *^ Sufier 
%im to continue, and fear not ! I will protect 
Jyou!" ' . . ' 

** As much terrified at the mysterious protection 
thus offered her, as at the settled purpose ot 
<5ortz, she would have turned to renew her ' 
fcohcitation^ to ?ier aunt, but she found herself 
tmable to articulcile. She Mzed, therefore, in 
Vacant silence at the magician. At her self-' 
tiected protector she daxed not look. She knew 
' . ^ .not ^ 
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Hot how to define, evqn to herself, die feeling 
that prevented her fioni observing him ; but she 
continued conscious to the emanations of his 
-eyes. Gortz^mean while proceeded, yet e very- 
no w and then cast an eager and enquiring 
glance around, and seemed overcome with some 
^ indescribable emotion. He frequently turned 
his- eyes on %he spot where the extraordinary 
stranger still rema,ined, as if* something there 
annoyed him; yet the stranger addressed him 
not, ncn' seemed to take any measmxs to interrupt 
his proceedings ^ 

Gortz kindled a fire, and drew a circle round 
it. He. stepped within the circle, and muttered 
some unintelligible words, as he threw into the 
fire a number of ingredients that he drew from 
a bag beneath bis garments. Seraphitia-saw 
but imperfectly what he threw in, yet som« 
things appeared to her like different parts of a 
human body. Shuddering with horror, she 
turned involuntarily to see how her strange 
companion looked, but he was gdne. She was 
much surprised; she had not been conscious 
of his departure, and she had thought, but a 
moment before, that she had been sensible of 
the singular effect of bis eyes* Alarmed at thi« 
circumstanirie, she knew not whai to conclude, 
and was half inclined to believe, that the Extra- 
ordinary effect his eyes seemed to Jiave bad 
upon her, must have arisen from hen imagina- 
ti6n being stroi^ly impressed with wrldnesa and 
terror. 

Gortz now stepped out of the circle, ani 
spoke in a low voice to the Gipsy ; but be kept 
his wand still within the mystic line. He re- 
turned, continued his incantations, and appeared ^ 
mxTch dismayed. The fire burnt very dimly, 
antd the Gipsy handed him. a crqise, whicji^im 
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emptied on the fire. It hissed extremely, and 
a column of thick black smoke enveloped the 
magician. 

The voice of Gortz was heard from the midst 
of the obscurity, exclaiming — ^^ It is then, 
Volkmaar !'V 

At length the smoke dissipated, but the fire 
, was extinguished. Without quitting the circle, 
Gortz rekindled the fire, ana called aloud on 
Seraphina to advance within the hallowed line. 
The Signora Biancabade her go. Seraphina 
shuddered and hesitated. The aunt related 
- her orders, when Seraphina, as she en- 
deavoured to obey them, beheld, with an 
astonishment that weakened her confidence 
in her visual organs, a figure, in every parti- 
cular resembling herself, step, as if immediately 
frcwn her seat, into the magic circle. She saw 
pleasure beam in the eyes of Gortz, but she had 
yet self-possession enough to remark great per- 
turbation flashing on the cotmtenance of the 
Gipsy. She involuntarily turned to look for 
the stranger, but nobody was to be seen. She 
felt surprised, and cast her eyes on her aunt ; 
but found herself unable to express audibly her 
wonder at what had just happened : nor was 
her wonder lessened on observing that the 
Siguora Bianca looked on with complacency, 
and betrayed no alarm at seeing a second 
Seraphina* 

; The true Seraphina immediately conjectured 
that her mysterious protector, to whose power 
she attributed the illusion she had witnessed, had 
Tendered her invisible to hei* aunt, and perhaps 
to all the. spectators,; and more earnestly than 
ever (Jid she wish herself at a distance from this, 
scene of mystery and magic ! Her reflections 
were, however, suddenly interrupted by a violent 

contest 




•* 



•-, 



MAGICIAN. II 

contest within the magic circle. Tlie Gipsy, 
who had not entered it, seemed extremely agi- 
tated, and kept her eyes fixed on the spot with 
every mark of* alarm and apprehension. The 
sounds of contention were heard, hut the words 
were in an unknown language ; yet Seraphina 
distinguished the voice both of her singular 
pew friend and of Gortz high in altercation. 
At length the whole place was filled witli a thick 
and blmding smoke, the vaulted roof re-echoed 
with alternate shrieks of despair and laughs of 
triumph. The spectators all endeavoured to 
rise, and find their way out ; but all was confu- 
sion and distress. Seraphina could just perceive 
that her aunt rose also. She herself, unwilling 
to quit her aunt, and equally afraid to move, 
would have catight her robe, and detained her 
"with a forcible grasp, but she was incapable of 
moving her hands, nor ^ould she utter a siogle 
articulate sound ! Overwhelmed with fresh 
alarm, she saw the Lady Bianca quit the place, 
and felt that, however the powers of speech 
iand motion were denied her, the internal emo- 
tions of her mind.were not deadened. 

After a state of confusion that besrgars all 
description, the tumult ceased, the smoke gra- 
dually dispersed, auH Seraphina found herself 
alone in a large vaulted apartment, which she 
scarcely recognised for th^ same that had so 
lately been ciowded with spectators. The 
benches, however, remained, and the ashes of 
the fire still emitted a sulphureous smell. At a. 
small distance beyond the magic circle, she 
observed a bundle of rags; and going up to 
examine it (for her sUite of immobility was now. 
at ah eii'd), she perceived, with indescribable 
dismay,, the lifeless body of Goitz ! Struck 
With llorror, she determined to use her recoVtircd 
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powers in flying from so terrijble a scene ; nor 
did the reflection that she was ignorant qF her 
way, at all diminish her impatience to be gone : 
but when she strove to unclose the door, it was 
fest beyond her utmost strength to open it, 
' More than ever appalled, she sunk, for a few 
minutes, into hopeless dejection : she believed 
• herself singled out. for the most «1 arming pur-, 
pose, and knew not how to obtain Tclief. 

Ac length, her natural courage and spirit 
-revived. It was not, she felt, by,yi(?lding to 
' Fanguoir and despair that her situation was Xo ' 
Be amended 5 exertion only could give b^er a 
chance for escaping ; and whilci the most dis- 
tant hope remaine«r of effecting her liberation, 
she resolved to substitute effort for lamentation: 
khd with this view, having uttered a few fervent 
^aculation^, she turned ner thoughts towards 
the windows. They were high, and she knexw 
not whither they might lead her ; yet she piled 
tench on bench till she could nearly reach 
ihem, and she was gone to fetch, from the 
^further end of the apartment, one more bench, 
"whiqh, she trusted, would enable her to examine 
the possibility of effecting her escape through 
them, when the whole fabric of her ^iligenG^e 
fell, with a tiemendous noise, to the ground. 
Not even now wholly dismayed, she began once 
inore to erect the scaffolding, which was to lead> 
fiot indeed to liberty itself, but only perhaps to 
fhe sad conviction that liberty w^as out of her 
ieach. Yet as she proceeded, she exclaimed 
iloud— ^*Oh ! would 1 had followed my aunt!" 
\ « Wish it not, '^ replied the same voice that 
had before addresse.d her; but though she in- 
stantly looked anxiously round, she could see 
no one. 

Oppressed with t^ror, her trembling hands 
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refused to lift one more bench, and she . snpk 
down desponding. She could not utter a word, 
earnestly as she wished to enquire the reason of 
her being thus singled out as the victim of a 
power so alarming ; and the tears, which fell 
i*apidly from her eyes, were almost the only in- 
dications she gave of existence. At length the 
same voice, in an accent mild as the song of 
the dove, said — " Look up, Seraphina, and 
.behold him who has detained thee.''^ 

She Ava's scarcely able to obey the command ; 
yet when she had raised her eyes to the being 
before hei', she was equally incapable of with- 
ilrawing them. 

She beheld a inan, tall; majestic, of a noble 
and conimanding ^pect, clothed in a dress of 
a fashion she had never before seen, and bearV 
ing in one hand a small ivory wand, deeply 
inscribed with some very peculicir characters. 
His hair and beard were long, waving, and per- 
fectly white ; yet his countenance, which was 
singularly, though sternly handsome, shewed 
no siqqs of age. His eye, in particultv:, pog<=- 
sessed a degree of brilliai^cy Seiaphina, had 
n^vei! seen equalled by that of any human 
being ; and she recognised in it the mysterious 
expression that had prevented her from re- 
turning his attentive gaze during the exhibi- 
tion* Now, indeed, she was equally unable to 
withdraw her eyes ; she continued fixing them 
on this extraordinary personage, who, in re- 
turn, viewed ber with \ik> common stediastness. 
Her beautiful proportions, the grace, the ele- 
gance of her figujre, the glossy length of her 
waving ebony ti;esseSj the dazzling whiteness of 
her skin, the glowing* coral of her lips, the 
vernal rose of her cheeks, and the mild, ye^ 
brilliant expression of 1$^^ "eye, seemed by turns 
' ' 4 ' ' ' to 
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to court, and rivet the straftger's notice. At 
length he seated himself beside her, took her 
hand (a hand long, narrow, and plump, be- 
longing to an arm of the finest shape and 
colour, and tipped with fingers of uncommoft 
beauty), and having s«rve)^ed it with singular 
attention, said, as to himself — ^^ In point ox ex- 
ternal besiuty she will do.'.' 

Seraphina, lost in an amazement which 
scarcely suffered her to comprehend all that 
paissed^ heard these words but imperfectly, and 
tremulously murmured—" Did you speak ^ ' 

'^ I did, he replied, carefully entwisting her 
taper and flexible finders with his own. " I 
have excited your wonder, Seraphina, but I will 
gratify your curiosity. I have long waited your 
arrival at Francfort— ^I have waited it with im- 
patience; for who does not wait with impa- 
tience that event which is to crown theu* hap- 
piness ?'* 

** Surely, surely,^* exclaimed the trembling 
damsel, ^' i heard not aright ! My senses are 
bewildex^d by fear ! How can my arriyal here 
bec<Minected with your happiness ?" 
' «^ Most closely interwoven,'' replied he; 
^ our fingers are not more completely twisted 
together than your happiness and mine P* 
■y Seraphina shuddered. The singular expres- 
sion of his eye agahi struck her, its brilliancy 
overpowered her, she turned heart-sick away^ 
and a pallid lividness chased the roses from her 
cheeks ; she strove to separate her fingers from 
those of her mysterious companion, but the 
effort Was beyond her, and she desisted in- 
despair. -^ 

*' Fear me not, Serapfiina,'* resumed he; '* I 
will not hurt you !" 

" Atid my aunt>" said Seraphina^ in a voice 
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of tigony, ^' let me go to my aunt ; she will be 
miserable for the loss of me r 

*^ Your aunt shall, be taken care of," said her 
companion, " but she is ignorant that she has 
lost you !" 

/* Oh Heavens I^* exclaimed Seraphina, *' then 
she is dead !" 

The mysterious stranger denied that she was 
dead ; but the idea, of which Scraphina could 
not divest herself, made her so miserable, that 
he said — '' No, no, she is not dead — she is only 
deluded.'' 

*' Deluded!" repeated the terrified gif}^ 
'^ and what am I ? Oh let me see her i'* 

*^ Some other time," replied he; '' but at 
present she is satisfied. She believes you are 
with her. The same form which, to your great 
surprise, personated you during the exhibition, 
is with her at this moment ; and this counter- 
feit Seraphina is so well tutored, that the good 
lady must have more than mortal penetration^ 
which does not, I think, fall to her share, to dis- 
tinguish the diflference.^* 

** Oh Heavens !" cried Seraphina, ** she will 
perhaps quit Francfort, and leave me behind !" 

*' Perhaps she will," replied her companion ;. 
'^ but you are safe, and the time will come when 
you will b€ reunited to your aunt. In the 
ineanwhilc, you shall not only be safe, but 
splendidly happy I" 

** Impossible !" exclaimed shfe. ** Where 
shall I nnd a friend ?" 

'^ I will be to you friend, father, brother, all," 
answered the singular being, whose eyes now 
once more flashed intolerably on her. 

Again Seraphina shuddered. 

*' You fear me," said he, *' do you not?" 

^' Can I avoid it V asked she. 



16 UAGICIAS. 

*' At present," answered he, '^ perhaps you 
cannot ; but I trust vou will soon conquer thi^ 
fear, and then you will allow that yon have not 
made an injudicious exchange in-sjiving up a« 
old wom^n, whose wit is none of the brightest;, 
for a fond and generous friend with whom you 
shall enjoy unlimited power. You have twQ 
modes ot procecdintc before you. If you submit 
instantly and cheerfully to my will, you will not 
only secure my protection, but make me for ever 
your indulgent friend ! If, on the contrary, 
you dispute my authority, and seek to evade my 
power, you will not obtain your freedom, but 
you' will make me your enemy. The concern I 
ieel for you makes me fear you will chus^ this"^ 
y?ay ; but know you aremine,** added he, press^ 
ing their interwoven fingers so closely together 
as to hurt her tender hand ; ^^ my power is a^ 
firmly established over you as if you had actually 
^ven me your consent ; and whatever trouble 
you may occasion me before you proaouno^ 
your acquiescence, it will be doae at last !** , 

'^ Consent I — To what?" asked Serapltina> 
with a countenan ce of dism ay. 

^^ To be mine," replied he, ^^ wholly, irrevo-^ 
cably, and unreservedly mipe ! — ^my wifp, my 
^)eloyed, my. adored, my idolized wife !" 
^^ This is strange," said she. 
^ I grant it/' repliecj he; ^^ but J will tell you 
the tale from the beginning. 'I wja^ close at 
band, Seraphina, when your father i^ceived bis 
death-wound from a German corporal. 1 heard; 
bim, in a faltering voices recommend you to 
3fQur uncle, his brother, the lamented husbanU 
of the Signora Bianca d'Alberto ! I witnessed^ 
applauded, and confirmed the good re.solution 
the worthy officer took at that moment, to adopt 
and cherish the kgacy of bis br^theJC* J judged 

of* 
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of your innocence and worth by the speediness 
of this adoption, and I fixed on you for my 
own. I obtained a promise of you, and I waited 
eagerly your arrival at Francfort, wh^re I knew 
I was to have the first sight of you. fh^ugh I • 
had never seen you, I knew you instantly ; and 
judging that Gortz would alarmt you, I deter- 
mined to protect you. He inistook me for a 
competitor c^ his, whom he named, one 
Volkmaar! but he soon knew me better. He 
fell; my power, and he, who would have injure^ 
you, is no more. And now, Seraphina, learn 
that your aunt has left Francfort ; slie is many 
leagues hence in company with your resciu- 
blance. I haVe expedited her jouVney,; that I 
might devote myself wholly to you. I now 
await your answer— Will you be mine ? Re- 
member, though I ask it, that y6\x are mine ! 
Fate has given you to me, and it is to spare you, 
not to efasure to me the-possession of you, that 
I thus again demand, will you be mine l'* 

The beams of his ^yes fell full upon her, and 

. she sickened and fainted. .Wherisbe recovered 
.her senses, she found herself in a magnificent 
chamber, lying on a state-bed, which was splen- 
didly adorned with gold. She perceived through 
the windows, venerable trees waving their 
enormous branches, while the beams ^of the 
setting sun tinged, some distant mountains with 

' a purple light. The certainty that she was no 
longer in Francfort instantly possessed her ; but 
fearful of recalling the mysterious arbiter of her 
fate, she remained silent, arid ruminated on the 
singular events of the day. Impressed with an 

. indefinable and unconquerable terror of the 
stranger, she rejoiced that her swooning had 
>reveiited her from giving a decisive answer to 
lis question^ and resolved, could she but 

ascert^a 
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ascertain that she was alone^ to, attempt once 
more her escape, and to defy the grant he 
boasted to have obtained of her. 

This, in fact, she utterly disbelieved. Her 
uncle, the late Captain d' Alberto, never took 
any step pf consequence without imparting it 
to his wife, and innumerable circumstances had 
proved that the good Jady was not blessed with 
the power of retention ; had she been betrothed 
to any body, no oaths of secrecy could have 
bound her aunt to observe it — s^^^ was certain 
she should have heard of a fact so important to 
her : besides, had this contract existed, would 
the Signora Bianca have permitted, and even 
encouraged, as she had done, an attachment 
between her and Ferdinand di Marino, an 
amiable and'ingenuous youth,' who waited only 
till he should have completed his studies, to 
ask, and, no doubt, to obtain' his father's per- 
mission to marry her? AH these circumstances, 
which rushed on the mind of Seraphina, mill- . 
tated entirely against the existence of such a 
contract, and led her to consider herself as fully 
authorized to attempt to regain her liberty. 

While she thus revolved in her own mind the 
' singular predicament she was in, she from time, 
to time looked round, and listened to ascertain 
whether any one besides herself- was in the 
room, when suddenly her extraordinary pursuer 
stood before her, and his eyes again flashed upon 
her. 

*^ Are you decided ?** said he. ^^ I ask you 
not to speak ; give me but your hand, and rise 
the partner of my power and mj? prosperity." 

" Where am 1 ?" said Seraphina. 

^^ In my castle," replied he, " in the woods 
four miles from Francfort — in your own castle, 
if you will but give me your hand !" 
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^* Alas }" replied she, willing to gain time, 
yet fearful of .offending him, " what is a hand 
without a heart ? You are worthy, no doubt, of 
both, and 1 am unwilling to give you the one 
without the other!" 

'' I hav^ not, then, yonr heart ?** enquired 
he. 

'^ No," replied Seraphina, ^^ I scarcely, yet 
know myself whether I have one. Allow .me a 
little time to familiarize myself to the idea of 
becoming your wife." 

^* I am desirous to oblige you," he ans^vered; 
'^ but beware, Seraphina, how yon endeavour to 
deceive me. You can do nothing, you can 
think nothing, that I shall not instantly be ap- 
prized of. Remember, therefore, it will not be 
safe to try to impose upon me !" 

^' You will, however," said she, *^ allow me 
some time ?" 

'^ A week," answered he ; ^' and if you are 
as desirous to oblige, me, as I have ^hewn my- 
self complaisant to you, you will live in my 
society for that time, and not prejudice yourself 
against me I" 

Seraphina, who knew not whether she dreaded 
most to encounter his anger or his eyes, was at 
a loss what to reply, till he took her hand, and 
tenderly enquired if she were well. The languid 
illnesses of delicate ladies were unknowi^ in 
those days, and Seraphina had no idea of feign- 
ing what she did not feel ; besides, she had bee^ 
warned that deception would be dangerous, 
and she readily acknowledged ihat she felt no 
inconvenience froni her fainting, but should be 
glad to rise. He gently kissed the Ifttnd he 
held; and Seraphina, who trembled lest he 
should again entwist his fingers with her's, 
thought herself fortiinat^ when he bade her 

. adieu. 
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adieu^ and promised to send a wom^n to aissist 
her. 

The moment her mysterious lover had left the , 
ch^mber^ Seraphina jumped off the bed on 
which she had been laid after her uneonsciouf 
and rapid journey frorn Francfort, and liasHly 

- shaking her clothes, ran to the window ; for she 
was far more solicitous about her situation than 
about her dress. Presently, however,, a decent 
elderly woman made her appear.ance, with every 
appurtenance to a lady's toilet. Seraphina was 
sorry for the disturbance, for she felt her tears 
rise irresistibly for the loss of her aunt, and she 
<lared not shew them before any one. She was 
taught caution by terror, and quietly submitted 
to the pleasure of her vyai ting- worn an, who ar- 

. ranged her hair in a very few minutes, and. 
assisted in all the rest of her dr^s. with out utter- 
ing a word. She then withdrew in the same 
silence, which Sei;aphina.was rio way di.sposed 
to break. The ready tears gushed to her ey^ 
the moment the woman had quitted the room,, 
but she felt, too much awe of her » mysterious 
lover to dare to indulge them even when ajqne. 
She could not feel quite certain that he Ajy^ould 
not know, and be offended if she wept. 

She now thought she pught to obey him, but 
knew not whither to go if she left her chamber. 
Her eyes too were irresistibly attracted by the. 
beautiful scenery his wiudows presented to 
them. The castle, which appeared Mo be an 
ifiraense and magnificeut structure, stood in a 
large and ancient forest, which badbeeu ckared 
of ail its underwodd for a consi4erable distance^ 
by wlii^'h means the castle stood in an open 
grove of venerable and spreading, trees, sur-, 
rounded by the^ finest jand most verdant turf. 
Long vistas, judiciously opened through th^ 

forest^ 
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■forest, led the eye to distant scenes of "beauty, 
and fertility, while some abrupt openings, dis- 
played th€ horizon crowned with noble and 
romantic mountains. The rushing of a water- 
fall at no great distance was heard^ though it 
was concealed from sight ; and Seraphina, ever 
enthusiastically fond of the beautiful and sub- 
lime of nature, felt her sou! gradually stolen 
away from the singularity of her situation^ |Bind 
Soothed to tranquillity by th6 noble, yet re- , 
posing objects before herp yet she recollected 
the request of the strange Lord t)f this domain, 
a:nd would have joined him, had she known 
where to find him. 

The shades of evening began to veil the. 
ciharms of the scene she was contemplating, in' 
obscurity, and she turned from the window, 
exclaiming — ^* Whither can i.go if I leave this 
room r . 

^^ Whither would you go ?" replied the voice 
she already knew too well. ^ 

'- 1 would have obeyed you," she answered, 
trembling, ^^ and sought your society, had I 
known the way." 

^^ Speak but your wishes aloud, my Se- 
raphina," said he, *' and they shall always be 
gratified." 

He, too, was newly dressed* and most su- 
perbly ; his robes were of the same singulai* 
fashion, but composed of the most magnificent 
materials. A golden zone with a large clasp of 
a- single diamond, encircled his waist, and a 
cluster of various jewels of immense magnitude 
and incalculable valtie, fastened his dress.at the 
bosom. He held Seraphina's hand as he led 
her from her apartment along a magnificent 
corridor^ whose walls were painted hy the band 
of no inferibr matster; in *a variety of subjebts, 

' * which 
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which .she determined to examine on the mor- . 
row : at present, had the failing light allowed 
her to look at pictures, her attention was too 
forcibly engrossed by her conductor, who was 
again interweaving his own with the fingers of 
the hand he held. This mysterious symbol of 
union disconcerted Seraphina, and she trembled 
lest she was to be retained in such bondage all 
the evening. 

They descended a noble staircase of the finest 
marble, the balustrades of which were gilt ; and 
Seraphina^ who had hitherto been accustomed 
to a very simple mode of life, was dazzled at the 
splendour every where displayed. Six servants, 
were employed in lighting up a spacious hall 
which sb6 had to cross, while ^ many more 
rapidly advanced to open the door of aisaloon, 
compared to which all she had hitherto seen 
was poverty. It seemed sparkling all over with 
gems, while flowers of the most exquisite hues 
and odours perfumed the air. A concert of 
wild, aerial music floated at intervals through 
the dome, at times accompanied by choirs of 
most melodious voices, then again lessening by 
degrees "till one single instrument alone was 
fceard, yet were no performers to be seen. The 
richest siiks of the mo5?t beautiful colours were 
employed in decorating the apartment ; the 
carpet, which seemed soft enough even for a 
luxurious bed, looked liked a parterre of living 
flowers. Immense mirrors on every side re- 
flecled to infinity these agreeable objects, and a 
profusion of lights was placed in golden orna- . 
ments in the hands of marble statues of exqui- 
site workmanship. At one end of the saloon '' 
was a recess, in which was placed a sofa of vel- 
vet of the palest blue, ornamented with a fringe 
of gold. The whole inside of the alcove was 
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mirroT, and two breathing statues of Venus and 
Cupid^ in their customary attire, held lights at 
* the entrance of the recess, which being veiled 
with a curtain of transparent pink gauze, was 
illuitiinated with the most touching splendour. 
To this spot was the astonished Serapnina con- 
ducted, and placed on this sofa, which seemed 
the throne of luxury ; while her extraordinary 
companion, without relinquishing her captive 
fingers, seated himself beside her,.and in a voice 
of exquisite tenderness, besought her to consi« 
der herself as the sovereign of all she saw, and 
himself as the most devoted of her slaves. 

'^ I would wish, my Seraphina," said be, 
^' to touch thdt lovely bosom by gentleness and 
kindness ; yet remember," grasping hard ber 
delicate fingers, '' remember you are mine I" 

Thi^ mixture of menace and submission terri- 
fied Seraphinj^>^ who found herself comjpletely 
in his power, in a room inost luxuriantly fur- 
nished, where* not a single being but themselves 
appeared, and where every thing bespoke the 
uricontrouled voluptuousness of the master. . In 
a few minutes a suiall table^ covered with the 
most exquisite dainties, appeared in the recess, 
and Se rap bin a gazed in wonder. Her lover 
besought her to take some reiVeshment. She 
had not eaten since she quitted the hotel with 
her aunt in the morning, and she really wanted 
food. She suflered him, therefore, to persuade 
her, but she took merely some sweetmeats, and 
resolved to forbear touching salt while she 
staid; for, dazzling as was the magnificence 
with which she was surrounded, she had no 
- wish but to • escape. She felt restrained in 
eating too, as her strange companion still re- 
tained her fingers in his energetic grasp. At 
length, he prevailed on her to drink a glass of 

^ • winej 
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\rine; it was exquisite, but Seraphina was 
ajarnaed, and insisted on diluting it witli water. . i 

^ After their repast Was oVer, which had been 
fifttended with many wild strains of aerial music, 
which now seemed swelling close beside them, 
4 now dying away in. soft and distant cadences, 
sometimes accompanied by a single melodious 
voice, and sometimes by many in full and har- 
monious concert, the singular Lotd of these 
luxuries exclaimed aloud — ^^ Dancing !" — : 
A number of light and' graceful female figures, 
clad in- sparkling and almost transparent dra-, 
pery, appeared, to the increasing astonishment * 
of Seraphina, who could discover no possible 
means of their entering. Her wonder, however, . 
was suspended in admiration at the grace, the 
agility, and the expression of their movements. ' 
She saw represented, in action the most intelli- 
gible, the fabled amours of Cu|)id and Psyche,; 
more than three centuries before the ballet- \ 
masters of modern times haxl invented this 
elegant style of Pantomime. Her apprehensions ; 
would have yielded to the interest thus excited, 
had not her lover, with a fervent grasp of her- 
still captive hand, pointed out to her the parti- 
culars of the story ; and appropriating to her the 
name of Psyche, insinuated that he had the love 
and the charms, of the youthful God, who had, 
like him, the misfortune to be ^lisapprehended 
by his beautiful mistress. She took him fdr a 
dreadful monster, never having been allowed to 
see him, and Jamented her unhappy fate in 
beinj? the bride of a terrible hippogriff. 

^' For my part,'' said the strange being who* 
. thus enthralled the fair Seraphina, *^ my lovely 
mistress will not view me as I am ." 

'* How so i" demanded Seraphina. 

f' You Catmot seieme as I am/' replied he, 

'' until 
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^^ until yotigive me your volmrtary consent to 
be min^! Then you would see how nearly I 
^esembks that engaging Cupid, wKo, unknown, 
inspires Fsy clici with such affright V 

Seraphina remained silent. Ferdinand di 
Marino, whom she had seen, resembled Cupid 
jiearly enQUffh to content her ; yet; her curiosity 
was strangdy raised to sfee without disguise a 
being of such singular power. But at what a 
-j^rice must she obtain isuoh a privilege ? Oh no ! 
»hc could not tbink of it! WJiat, abandon 
Ferdinand mercfiy to gratify an idle curiosity ? 
Oh no, noy no I 

The dan^^ing over, Seraphina wished to retire^ 
and obtained permission of her extraordinary 
master. He led her to the doot of her apart^ 
men t/ and imprinting on her fair hand & tender, 
yet respectfiil kifes, bade her farewell. The same 
sedate personage attended to assist at her even- 
ing toilet ; buj Seraphina, weary of constraint, 
gave lier to understQnd that she required no 
help, but wished to be left alone. The good ma* 
tron curtsied, and, left' her ; but Seraphina 
observed that she locked the door of the apart- 
ment on the outside. >This circumstance a good 
deal appalled her; She endeavoured to sectire 
it on the inside also ; but, as she was drawing 
the bolts, recollected with a- sigh, how little 
safety from intrusion she should derive fifom auy 
fasteniugd, wltile under the ro^ of tt beirig'^sb 
St^ngely potent. 

' ^fVf^resBed with - feel^gs she could inot 
cont^otil, she threw herself updn a ^^ofijk, 
and ruminated on her situatioji. She shud- 
dered at the idea of being so completely 
in the power of her persecutor — she shuddered 
still more at the idea of hi& power itself.--*-How^ 

c waa 
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was itohtained^ Whence derived ? Fy whdt 
meanft supported ? Tb^ae weve questJooe she 
could not answer without dismay. Pmrer thai 
manifested, must be illegal^ must b c^ fe be hesi« 
tated. to pronounce tjie word— nj/eni «/ / The 
death of Gortzi th<B tieception {MisBed on the 
Sig^nora Bianca, the $ingular captivity in which 
she was detained^ the extraordinary luxuries 
which seemed to spring; up spontaneously in this 
enchanted sojourn, oSA struck her as corrobo* 
. rating proofs of the truth of her surmise. From 
this inference the^ upright mind of Serapbina 
naturally deduced another, that to resist mfer-* 
nal power must be right; and though she 
seemed very inadequate to support such resist- 
ance, she determined to do all that lay in ,ber 
power, iM^d consoling herselfwitlj the reflection, 
that to do right ai^ays brings its own reward, 
she resolved to support witli fortitude this week 
of trial, and then boldly to disavow her b€;Jief of 
the contract, and publicly to assert her will to 
depart instandy. 

The utter and absolute impossibility that sucb 
a contract could exi^t, she w^s. well convinced 
of. Who but a father . could evec have had 
power to conclude such a treaty ? And^ would 
a Anther, at (he moment of his death, consign an 
infant daughter to an utter stranger I— for this 
man pretended to no early frienaship with the 
two Signors d'Alberti, and founded nis claim 
solely on a contract entered into when her 
father quitted the world. — ^^ Of whom then,** 
mournfully thought Seraphina, '^ of whom theu 
did he obtain the. promise of this wretched 
hand ? Not of my uncle, for he was too punc- 
tual in all his coi^cerns, as well as too fond of 
my aunt, to jhav^ gope to the wars without 
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iippriziiig her of a circumstan<iQ of sucb im- 
portance, and tfce ignoraiw of which might be 
attended with' suck jterrible* tnbtakes/'— The 
singularity of her lover's foreknowledgfe of her 
joutney to Francfbrt now struck her .—'* Whence 
coifid he have gained intelligence, which was 
scarcely certain to ourselves ?'* 

The question couW be answered only by re- 
ferring: the solution of the enigma to some pre- 
ternatural power. This idea made her shudder ; 
and the more she reflected, the more she felt 
' determined on her plan of temporizing for the 
week, and boldly asserting her resistance at the 
end of it. The week appeared to her an eter- 
nity. The various pleasures which succeeded 
^each other, seemed to Seraphina more tedious 
than the uninteresting tricks of the conjurer : 
she felt herself the victim of a specious delu- 
sion, from which she was unable to emancipate 
herself, and she thought the hours lingered in 
their course. Frightful as was the resistance by 
which ^he meant to attempt to break the con- 
finement which bound her, any active exertion 
seemed, at some moments, preferable • to such 
languid acquiescence in the Itixuries of the 
palace; yet, at other moments, she felt too 
fearful to anticijiate the period of trial, bv pre- 
vioiisly announcing her decided negative.^ Th« 
dreadful ^yords' — " At all events you are mine!'* 
continually resounded in her ears; yet the 
close of ail lier^ ddiberatipns constantly was^ 
tliat she would not be so 'with her own con- 
currence. 

The days passed in a succession of ainuse-* 
ments and luxuries that beggar description. 
Gne while, Seraphina was placed as the arbitress 
of a tournament, and held agaYland of white rbses 
as the meed of the victor ^ another time, sup* 

c 2 cessiv^ 
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cessive bards rehearsed odes in her praise, ^ich^ 
'were afterwards sung to the most ravishing 
strains of celestial music. , Slie was thcii led to 
view gam^ resembling those held at Olympus 
in days of old, where she beheld the most 
graceful activity exerted in racing, leaping,/ 
&CU and the most surprising proqfs of strength, 
in . wrestHng,' throwing the discus, and innu- 
merable other exercises. Theatrical exbibitions 
at other times captivated, her senses, and now^ 
animated her face with smiles of hilarity, now, 
melted her soul with touches of tenderness. 

She sometimes wondered whence came all 
the actors in these various amusements: for 
when tlie, perforinances were over, nothing 
ceuld equal the stillness and solitude of the 
Castle. All these diversions were seasoned with. 
* professions of love . from her singular compa-. 
uiion, and all the little manoeuvres of gallantry 
were put in practice, never omitting the m3^s-, 
terious interweaving of their fingers ; yet did 
not Seraph ina feel her heart softened tovvards 
him : his attentions disgusted her, the strange 
expressioft of his eyes filled her with terror, and. 
the contemplation of his power inspired lier; 
with aversion. Yet she anticipated with alarm 
the moment when she should refuse her consent 
to their union, and she employed all the 
powers of her mind in endeavouring to gain 
V strength for the conflict. 

Every moment the dreaded, yet wished-fot, 
period drew near, ^ She had retired for the last 
time to her chamber. The next day was to 
i^ecide her fate, and she passed the night in 
recalling to mind the various graces of Ferdinand 
di Marino, and the extreme turpitude by which 
power so unholy as that of her^persecutor mK|st, 
have been actjuired ; and ft is ditlicult to saj^ 

whicii 
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^hich contemplatiari mos^t coiitributed to the 
resolution she felt when, the lAbrning dawned of 
the eventful day. - 

Her toHet-attendant refused, on that day, td ^ 
\>e dismissed. She attired Seraphina with more 
than usual grace, and she could not but perceive 
herself, a^ the numerous arid ^pjendid mirrors - 
reflected her graceful form, that she -looked 
that day uncommonly lovely. Her- heart 
heat with terrible emotion as she procee'ded 
to the salopn ; her agitation gave re- 
doubled lustre to her eyes, and animation^ to 
lier cheeks ^ her trembling sensibility throbbed 
Violently in every pulse, and she entered the - 
apartmeirt with an air at onceeage^ and timid. 

Her lover, ever splendid in his attire, Was. 
now- unusually so. He ros6 ta ine^t h^^ 
advanced to the door, took her hand, led fcier 
into the center of the room, and' described u 
circle with his sword. She resolutely sttfeppea 
beyond it, 'and said aloud — ^^ Is it to magic 
circles you would owe my determination ?•' 

He himself left the circle> and with the most 

^spectftil tenderness, taking her haad, said-^ 

** May. I flatter myself your visible emotioxi-is 

a favburable symjJtom for me f Will yoti now 

'Vohni'tarilyyieldyour fingers to this symbolical 

inteir-union ?" 

'- ** No," exclaim ed Seraphina aloud, " now^ 
iior ever will I yield to the unholy arts of inagic 
and incantation !*' 

Her lover looked mueh surprised, but more 
alarmedi Seraphina failed not to observe tlie 
happy omen, arid continued in a firm tonc^'df 
voice—'* I conjure you, by all the powers 6f 
Heaven, to restore me to my fri^ds !'' 
%She then uttered those sacred names, against 
which ijo magical delusion caji staud> an^ in- a 
„ / c 3 moment 
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moment found herself on a bed in the hotel ia 
Francfort, with her aunt sitting by her, holding 
her hand^ and ga^^ing on her with thQ most 
earnest attention. 

'^ Where am I?", said Seraphipa, softly; 
*' and was it all a dream ?" 

'/ Yes, iny qhild, and a most horrible on^/' 
replied SignoraKiauca, *' to judge by its effects 
on yoch" 

*' How long have I been asleep ?" enquired 
^e still trembling girl. 

"> Ever since the morning," answered the 
iind aunt, *' ever since the moment when the, 
smoke of that vile conjurer's fire overcame 
^ou, and I had you conveyed hithea: wtule 
;in»ensible." \ , 

*' My dear aunj^" resumed tixe incredulous 
iS^rapbiinaj /' Imusthfive slept a wbo^ week !'* 

'" No, my dear cihiW/" replied the Signora ; 
7' but 1 have anxiously awaited your awakmg, 
both on account o£ your unquiet sleep, ^d 
because I have letters from Italy." 
"^ Seraphina's heart bounded with an involun- 
Mary joy, aiid she eagerly eiu|aired thek 
import. . , * 

" I beliete we caay return home," said the 
old lady ; ^^ my health is sufficiently benefited, 
and Ferdinand di Marino has obtained his 
father's consent, and is atixious for your 

JSeraphina's dream had done much towar^^ 
inei^ii^in^ "her auction for this young man, and 
jAe joyfully stepped into th^ carriage which was 
to ffarry them back. On their jouj:uey she* 
related to her aunt the strange events of her 
dream, and learned, with a surprise ahe could 
not repress, that she had not been ten minutes 
in the hall of -exhibition, for that she. h?^ 

fainted 
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fainted almost instantly^ and beea taken back to 
the hotel. . 

Signora Bianca listened to her niece's gelation ^ 
with wonder. Seraphina deduced from it tlie 
important maxim^ that a steady adherence to 
. the interests of virtue, and a resoUite refusal to 
concur in all schemes of vice, will ultimately 
cofiquet all difficulties, and be crowned w^th tlie 
most permanent and brilliant success* 
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A NAg-ELOUJOUP is- the hero I sipg^ He 
hndnp ecjuai-in beauty, and he trhimphed over 
, all Ui€ efforts afjealousjr ;; hi^ eyes were bJacfc, 
\iithout the assista^cie of ai;t*; his cheeks were 
brilliant as the stars whi<;h shine in the bosom qF 
darkness.^. Nature had bestowed on hiia ^r 
many, charmf, that whoever ^aw^ could not 
but.loA^ him. WbereVer he appeared, . tl^ 
gracefulness of bis deportment secured bnp- 
universal fuvonr ; whenever 4ie spake, ^^ fa^ei- 
aaitii^ ni^u;to of hife wit Qxtdrted universal s^lqi^- 
raticins . Whea the Sultan, at any extrAoi^dinary 
tiajival, drailk the nectar of Scliiras^ be rec^yed 
his cup from thehands of Anas-Eloujpud, whiejii 
seemed ;td iAipwft additioai^I. sweetness to.tbe 
delieiotta be^rtrag^^. Wb^a^ this young Lord w>s 
abseiit, theipleaiureiS'irf^ t^le te^i^ime insipid 
*to. the Suitanv.wbo fouod ftult ^ith eye^y tlp^g 
:abaut bun, tmd^fiv^n. ispiJled hi^ wiii^i §aying-r 
'^ This is forbidden liquoit !" . , . .. > [.. 
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^ When fhe day arrived on which tte 'anni-.y 
versary of the Sultan's accession to the throne 
was to be celebrated by public games and 
solemn fea8ts> Ana3-ElouJoud approached him^ 
and said— '^ Sublime Emperor ! deign to gra- 
tify my ambition by permitting mie to shine in 
the splendour of royalty ; ' by permitting, your 
soldiers to line the road as £ pas$ to the plain>. - 
where I mean to dispute the priate of the course- 
with the young nobles cw Ispahan. May 
Heaven deign lo protect ytmr glorious days P' 

" Go,*' repliea the Sultan, ^^ and command 
in nty empire/' ' 

Anas-Eaoujoud, surrounded by a magnificent 
train, traversed the city, amidst soldiers ranged 
on either side, and repaired to the plain, where 
he cjombated with the lance and the javeKn* 
His de>lterity nnd strength were eminently con- 
n)icuous in both these exercises. He disarmed 
the bravest warriors. To these encounters^uc- 
ceeded horse-racing. A hundred Persian gen- 
tlemen start from the barrier; th6 earth re- 
bounds beneath the feet of their horses j they 
dart forward with the rapidity of ligfatnu^ ;. 
they are enveloped in a cloud of dust; one 
niight almost say, they are bbtne on the wings 
of the tempest. Anas-Eloujoud, bending over 
the Boating mane of his coutser. Caressed him 
with bis hand, smd encouraged faim by his 
^ice« Thrice he outstripped his Uhistrious 
riyals; thtiee be arrived the fitst at the 
^ppoii^ied -goaL Having borne awc^ every 
-priae, jn liic evening he re-^entered the gates of 
the capital, preceded by musicians, and an- 
nounced by the sound of trumpets; he ad- 
vi^nced, foMowed by the acclamations office 
people, 4nd the despair 0/ tjiio^ who envied }^ 

glory, ^ 






flory; vhi^e die jealous moan hid her ,$ilv«r 
orb;rr 

The daughter of the Visier, the beacBtifiil 
rOnardi, is about to m>pel)r in vif son^. Witki 
secret emotion she had behdd this iUnstriout 
youth as he passed along ^ already had swiiV 
winged Fame proclaimed his success ; she rau 
to: her window to witness his glorious return^ 
Innumerable torcltes l%hted his. trtumphai; 
mardi. The conqueror wais . aceompaniea by 
tieo tfaous^d Mamalukes^ defied in die use <^ 
the bow. Mounted on die courser of llic 
Stdtan^ he rode in the midst of die troops^ ^nd 
his towering head appeaasd shove them aH*. 
^is torbmi wa9 decorated wkh a green bough>>^ 
' die signal of viator^ . Ouordi saw him in the 
flower of youth, and crowned with'glory^ She- 
felt the first sYjtnptoms of a rising passion^ wfaic&. 
tiobbed.her of her rest; for die first time die ex- 
perienced desireS) and her heart, by an irresisdble > 
impulse^ flew towards Anas-EIoujoud'.. In the 
Aontempladon of his grace> his beauty^, and his^ 
^ noble cUportment^ she inhaled the insidious^ 
poison of love. Confused* and agitated^ she- 
wishes to tcma her eyes froin this fascinaUng 
object, but in vain : they immediiitely return^ to; 
fix on her conqueror with redoubled eagerness.. 
The brightcolourof his. cheeks, the^leamess of 
fa^t complexion,, the equal curves of his black: 
eyebrows, the fire of his eyes^ alternately attract 
her admiration^ and tempt her to exclaim— • 
'^ Happy the woman whom fate has destined to^ 
Be united to thee, who shrfl pass the days by 
thy side, or. in thine arms-! Alas! I, love -thee: 
may thy heartjburh with an equal flame !!* 

Ana&4LlQi^ond, having traversed thet>it3i wltW 
his pom^us retinue, x^ent to visit, the Sultan;, 
andieceived with.tcansport the congratuladooi' 

* a 6. of;- 
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ttf . bis misferl Wherr a. i^lendid ^iiipper had 
concluded the rejoicings of the day^ he re> 
iaSmeflb to -his paiac^^ 'trie eBgojr the sweets of 
jtepo&e, . But the faicOcianiith^s lost her tran)- 
qmllitj :..lovfe has .a«fedenaed:from -her eyes to 
her . heart, and .inflicted tin incurable wound. 
A «ectet .flame peprddes her every sense ^ the 
iiisttaeted A'h^n? losca the use of her reason, 
joaji can no Jongertesi'St the violence of iier dise- 
ia«der*! rSfafi <eaMUed:.keT' governess} and. as the, 
'^aars ; floored Sroan^i^>eyes; she .wiped' them 
fl«feay.witteashghttissiiex)f)iMrientaysilk: ' it 
; . ff .Whence mese feats ^* said- th^e goycrness; 
55-.:Ydu have inb: mason to be- dissatisfied; with 
your lot; -your father is Visiier, and italks^on 
the right ^f/ the. Bidt^ ; chief magistrate of the 
reaJm, tiiri pcople^pay implicit obedience -to his 
lasKS/' , \- ' • :" ■■: .■ v- '. ■ '^r'..:..: 

''Alas!" ans^f^ned Oiittrdi, 'f Ihou Idncfwest 
not the cause of my pain : these tears flow for a 
young iord, whose wonderful beauty has cap* 
tivaieq my heart J Overcome hy an impetuous 
pasfiioii, 1 have now discovered the fatal secret, 
befoie I saw him, I enjoyed all the sweets of 
indifference ; but.thoie blessed days of tmnquil 
hiippineas are past I love-^I bum! Oh my 
friend ! go to the author of my trouble ; let lyut 
receive from tliy mouth the confession of my 
love; paint its violence in the glowing colours 
of truth ; shrink not from the task, but be faith* 
ful and expeditious r** 

She then took a sheet of paper ; and as tire 
te&rs again rushed in torrents from her eyes, and 
her bosom burned with additional heat, she 
panned this tender epistle :— 
: '• Illustrious youth ! thou hast conauered all 
thy noble competitors on the plain ! Ihe mooh 
hasbeen jealous of thy superior splendour* I Jhave 

. V . / seen 
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seen t^ee, ami have lost my r^pos{* ! He who 
namei thee Anas-Eloujdud'* hai rend th^ 
book of fate. Oh ttou ^^ho inspirest 
'thy :fri^nds with jpy, -aaji driv^eit the en- . 
\ious tp despair! Oh thou whom Nature 
fotmefl for love, compassionate those pains of - 
which thon art th^ author ! Take pity of oh6 
who is dyitig for love of diee ! Take pity of the 
state to which thou hast reduced toe,! My 
strength, iriy reason atie fled ! I' swear by th^ 
God of worlds f, that love i^ a devouiinsf fii^e'l 
there is no torment equal to that which his^slaVefe 
experience !" • 

The governess immediately repaired to the 
palace of Anas-Eloujoud, whom she fownd in -a 
retired apartinent; and, throwing bersfelf at hte 
feet, she embraced his knees, and said-^^^' M^ 
•Lord, I salute you on the part of her who seiit 
me hither ; may I hopie that my laemage wWl 
be favourably received, or must I i^turn Aid- 
satisfied? 1 he beauty I serve i*- overwhelmed 
with grief, and herJovely eyes are drovrned with 
tears!" " >" ^ 

At these words she presented- the tetter, which 
Arias-Eloujbud opened ^'with^reat eagerness-; 
and^ having read ife, found t^e sure proofe ^-df 
Oualdi's passion. As bis ^aaind was^ endued 
' with exquisite sensibility, and impressed with 
the. most generous sentiments, the- candour of 
the Visier's daughter filled his heart- wkhjo^. 
The same in*esistibld flame A^iwcb raged in her 
. bosottl, now butned hu hisy^atid be burst forth 
into this involuntary * ^x^lamation-^" Oh 

* The accomplished mJHi. ~ ^ 

• t This -oath is frequently used in.the AkoraO. The inhab?-, 
tftnts of the East, who hold it inviolate, sometimes pronounce it 
ia cases of importance. ^ - . r' . 

Heavens! 
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Meavtns ! what idjfinite happiness would he the 
|»artiea of that mortal who could unite his (&te 
te that of so tend^ a lovor P' ^ 

. He ^e» to€^ up his pen, and wrote these 
words:— 

^' Oh thou wh« Feignest over all Persia, the- 
unrivalled Queen of Beaut jT thou, whose 
grace, whose ax^ whose talents are the uni^ 
va:8al theme of commendatioai daughter of 
the Visier, lovely Ouardi,. thou hast sent me -a 
letter, and hast. deigned to- supplicate! Thy 
^enerosMy has won my hearty it is wholly thine r; 
Anas-Eloujoud becomes thy eternal adorer, and. 
tile slave of thy will V^ 

.. The Governess, returned with this answer,^, 
which delighted the beautiful Ouardi. As she- 
read it, her cheeks were covered with roses, her* 
heart palpitated with joy, and her bosonv 
heaved like that of the dovc« She again took up« 
ikcr pen, and tiove dic*tated these verses^ whicL 
Were incessui^y watered >vith hertears :— 

** Oh Anas-Eloujoud ! Oh thou loveliest of 
thy sex ! listen to the vows, of thy mistress f: 
Cowrie, and reap Uier^ard of thy affection. Cpme- 
to my arms, or I shall sink beneath the violence^ 
•f my love. By the Creator of Worlds, I swear,, 
a burutng pi^smon consumes mef It has ba- 
nished sleep from mine eyelids; ithaspreyedt 
upo^ my peart from the first moment I savv^ 
thee, mounted on the Sultan's horsj?, ellipse- 
with i^^j glory, all the npbles who surrjounaed. 
thee. 1 can no long^ support thy absence^ . 
My whple soul is $l|ed witb^thy image;, it is-, 
ever before my eyes in the day, and at night L 
think I see it at my side : but \\;hen 1 awake>, 
the illusion disappears. Alas! sleep is a» 
deceiver!" * . 

The Governess carried thissecJond epistle to tb^^ 

/ favourite* 
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,favbnfite'of the Sultan. He was negligently 
reclining oh a rich sofa, and still penising the 
letterof his beauteous- mistress : his looks were 
uncommonly animatiiBd^ and his face was radiant 
as that of Aurora.— ^* My I^ord," s^ the mes- 
senger/ prostrating herself before him> ♦' these 
are the words of alover who weeps thy absence." 

Anas^loujoud read them wini tcadspprt^ ami 
thiis answered :— /^ 

'* Tender Ouardi, beloved mistress T nothing 
should prcvenfrmefrom flying to thy armsT— not 
death itself, sospended over my head, could 
stop me, did I not fear that the vigilant eyes of 
thy guardians might discover the secret, and 
thy life become the price of my pleasure^. 
Wait till Night shall come, to coiiceal onr loves 
beneath hei propitious veil. Mark but the 
moment, and I will rush into thy arm«, to in- 
toxicate i|iyself with the enjoymeotskpf loiw." 

The 'Governess hastened to the palace of her 
mistress.— "' Oh my good friend!" sakl^ 
Ouar^Ji, " whdt news dost thou brii^ me ?" . 

^* The ktier <rf an impassioned lover." 

.Ouardi trembled as she read it ; and sent this^ 
reply:— ' . 

*' Oh thou who art endued with little ^nsi- 
bility, with little coura^, reflect on- what I 
have done for thee: , I have trusted myself to 
,tfiy discretioh. The consideration that thoii 
wert a strangfH^^nd an orphan was insufficient- 
to det^ mie from pm^mng the dictates of my 
beart ; and yet thou seemest to hesitate ! How 
am I led away by the blindness of my passion ! 
Oh thou' dearest of men ! I expect thee this 
vei*y night.. When the moop shall have ^ tra- 
versed half her destined space, ; come to in€i, 
ibat I mny prei^ theetonqr b9s6m — and then 
die, if it must be so. I swear by the God of 

worlds. 
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worlds, that, were my father presdnty T Would «ert 
bis looks And his threats at defianea!** 
- 'When she had folded. up thk ktier; anB 
given it to her faithful GroVernesft, she added~ 
*' Exaggerate the advantages I have received 
from 'hature> and the spWiidour of toy birth. 
Tell him that he has never seen beauty* eqval to 
tli^t of^his-beioved; and that there i^none 
superior to be found amons^th^ daughters of 

Kuigs^r". ' • ■ -•" ''-^-' ■: ^. ' 

Thfe' nid^ertger \vas goin^ to e^tecifte ker 
commission, when, she met the Visier at tlie 
door, and being alarmed at the unexpected 
«ight jrf him, she let»tbe letter fall from hi^ 
hatids. 'The Visier seized it, and discovered tbe 
pn^si«!^fr of Ouardi. Filled with rag^> h^^ imme-. 
dfately went to bis livife ; and, ,ppesenting thfe 
letter, sMd*-^'^ See the mIs<ioci(tuct 'of 3^our 
rfaiigirter. HoW long has Ands-Eloujwid, the 
favourite of bur Sovereign, been the object of 
her affccrtons ? How long has this ba^?e con- 
nection* been' 'maintained? Should the* Sultan 
be apprkedfof it, I should lo^ my^hsead. But 
. 1 Vill4nstantly punish the guiky girl, and in 
her blood wash away our disgrace/* - : 

"'IVfy Lord!'* replied his Affrighted wife, 
*^ this affair- was unknown to me — it drives mt 
to despair. But, if yOu-^ wish to keep it secret, 
.arid fa escape the storm that threatens yo% 
'sfn^t up your daughter in the palace b«ilt by 
yOui^ afieestors in the middle of-the SolitasrJ- 
Islaiid ';' iirid let her be guarded by s^lavjes^ o* 
whose fidelity and vittu^ you ea» tlepeo4. 
The smallest prelexi.will'sutfice for carr\'ing 
her away before her infamy *t>ecomes public. 
She will there live, for removed from her layer, 
till the TccoUectiott of her dishouQus: be buried 
in the -tomb/* . - — - . l. '. :. , .^' 

The 
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The Visier was pkased; wkli . her advice. 
Being sprung from the blood b( the Caliphs, he 

fossessied an island towards the extremity of the 
'ersian Gulph, surrounded by nature \yith lofty 
rocks, the dread of mariners, against whose 
sides the waves dashed furious with a horrid * 
noise, ,and accessible only by one small inlet. 
When the least wind was stirring, the vessels, 
tossed'hy the waves, stioye in vaip to enter the 
harbour, and, driven on the points of the rocks> 
were broken into pieces, and the wretched sailors 
consigned to a watery grave. R?hiny were de- 
terred by these dangers from approa<^hing this^ 
formidable ^bode. Although it contained an 
antique castle, surrounded by shadjr bowers, 
incessantly refreshed by rivulets, wbiph flowed 
from the foot of the mountains, the Solitarj; 
Island was uninhabited. Tliither did the Visier 
resolve to convey the unfortunate Ouardi. His 
power was^ great, and his word wa& law. He 
issueshis orders, and in&tantly a superb vessel;^ 
commanded by an experienced Captain,, is laden 
"with furniture, carpets, and oth^r precious 
effects, and only waits his pleasure to depait.' . 
When every thing was preparedj^ the Visier^ 
dissembling his grief, repaired to his daughter'^ 
apartment, and said to her — ^^ Mother of the 
Graces, arise, and follow me ; ^nd bring with, 
thee such slaves as best please thee." 
-- Ha\ang pronounced tnese words, he left her, 
Ouardi, knowing the unhappy fate of ner letter^ 
perceived that she was about to quit her pater- 
nal mansion for a distant exile. She gave her-*; 
self up to tears and lamentations; but in vain :' 
tlie die is cast — she is going to be eternally 
separated" from thef object of her adoration. 
Thfs ijiisfortune, however, only serving to in- 
cret^se the violence "of her passion, she' 
^.Jj^: ' exclaimed— 
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exclaimed— ^' No ! dealh alone can extin^idi 
the flame that consumes me ! Could 1 but hope 
to see my lover again J Would some kind friend 
restore him to my wishes! Oh place of my 
birth, I quit thee, perhaps for ever ! If thou 
wouldst but have suflercd me to receive the 
youth for whom my tears now flow ! to bestow 
<)n him the title of husband ! to repose, by his 
side, on voluptuous cushions ! to yield up my 
Jieart and my senses to his transports ! to give 
kim, with my own hand, a delicious beve- 
rage . 

She had 'scarcely uttered these words, when a 
slave entered* and said— ^* Princess, come 
down J the Visier is waiting for you/' 

The beauteous Ouardi arose, ^md slowly de«^ 
•cended the stairs, surrounded by her afflicted 
women. When she came to the bottom of the 
^taircase*j she stopped, and, in obedience to the 
dictates of her passion, wrote the following 
ivords on the wall :— 

*' Oh palace, which I have inhabited from my 
hifan6y ! should my lover ref)air hither, in the 
tiatne of God make known to him my destiny • 
Tell him the unfortunate Ouardi has been cox- 
ried away before the dawfi of day, before she 
cotild taste with him the s-weets of love. To 
repay her for those tears whith she has shed, do 
thou shed tears in thy turn, and upo9t thi« stone 
read the marks of her disgrace. Her vows Kave 
been frustralcd — her father has intercepted the 
letter which she wrote to thee. If, ^ter her 
misfortune, thdu quittest not thy palace to foi« 

* There are two stattctses tothehanim; oiie for those meii 
who have the privilege of admission, the other solely fo^hc use 
ef the women. It was at the bottom of this last, by ^hicb het * 
^loier was to^e imroduecd^ that Ouardi wrote these wdrds. 

low. 
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low hcr> sb« will rU.e upi agamst thee at tlie day 
of judgment^ and accuse thee before the face of 
the universe V 

When she was about to depart^ bef motfae? 
rill up jto ber, embraced her tenderly, and 
having bathed her face with tears, exclaimed--^ 
*/ Oh my d/iugbter ! who can pei^trate into 
fjturity i^ One day you will perhaps return, to 
restore joy to our hearts. vHi unhappy error, 
which conipels us to sentence thee to banish* 
nient I Must wc redeem, by the los? of thee, 
tlje honour of our family ? Thou art going to 
leave us, and the place in which I have watchi?d 
pver your infancy will now become a dreary 
solitude. How dear was thy presence to my 
^eart ! thou Werl my glory and my consolation: 
'AUa\ my b«|mne88 wm takfe its flirht with 
Ihee, and griet henceforth will be my oiuy gnest* 
Thy absence is about to cover nay days with 
darkness. Thy deserted apartment will* be a 
place of shelter tx) the birds of night . NeV«er 
jmore shaU I enter it. Alas, my str^igth fbc^ 
jsakesnie! Mydotfaes.ttre become -an itu«^ 
|>onabie btirdea. ')%y depaxtnre kills me f' 
• The^ tender Ouardi, almost stifled by her 
tears and 8obs» could not give utterance to a 
single word. GroaoiBg, she kissed.her mother's, 
bands, and pressed them* to her bosom. . Thej 
were obliged to force Ouardi from her arms^ iau 
order to piitiier into the litter wlucb had been 
uretpared for ber- It \vas now she felt all the 
liorrors of her destiny^ and speared to be 
'plunged in the deepest aiHiction. The Visier, 
seeing her in this condition, forgot his anger t^ 
indulge in tenderness.— ^^ Oh ray daugliter!** 
cried be^ " add iiot to the evils which thy 
|)^rents^suiler. I am like the eye thoit has lost 
its beloved object. Its disorder condaues ta 

increase^ 
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inc^ea^^ and it requires the aid of the phy- 
sician. My days are about to be changed into 
gloomy nights : I shall be a stranger in my 
own palace. But let us not banish hope. Ah^ 
who can penetrate into the decrees of the Most 
High!" 

The ;camels which carried the wretched 
Ouardi advanced* with astonishing rapidity, 
while the Vizier followed with her women, and 
the moon li^ht^d thein on their way. By day- 
break they Arrived at, the sea-side, and went on 
board the vessel which was ready to receive 
them. The Captain immediately Unfurled the 
sail, and a favourable breeze carried them into 
Ae open sea. Scax'ce had the snn attf^n^ the 
zenitn, when, in the sJcirts of the horizon, tbey 
descried the summit < of the* mountain* df the 
Solitary Island,: whei^ they lailded «afel^ 
before night. The Visier soothed his daughter 
with expressions of kindness, and conducted her * 
to. the ancient castle wtech had been birilt by 
his. ancestors. \ It contained apartments of a 
vast extent, whose «eiling6 were covered with • 
cloth of gold, t and. which th^y iKyW;embeBishe4 
'with magnificent caipets .^and (ich cudiions, 
while the fountains, .which ro«e in the center of 
each room, preserved a constant fresHness that 
revived, the senses, and kept up a pleasing 
murmur that charmed the ear. 

The Visier, afraid that his departure might be 
noticed by the public, hastened his return to 
the city. Steered by a skilful pilot, he avoided 
tlie. rocks (wHich extended to ^ considerable 
distance from the: shore, beneath thcisurface of 
the water), and reached the coast of Persia. .In 
order to destroy alt traces of his 'Voyage, he 
.ordered the vessel to be instantly burnaa? *ad 
the. next'day he re^entG9:ed the gates of Ispahati^ 
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. The wretched Ouardi remained a prey" to the. 
4€eg^^;3orrpw ;, she. p^pjsed her days an4 nighty 
in ila^a;>enl§ti!vn> and tears i^re her only 
sustenance. . > 

In- the mea^t™e/AnasrEloujpud, jjtfter wait- 
ing two days fpr the -commaads. of his mistre^i 

- began ;to be greatly alaimed. He had takefi no 
kind of nonnsbment^ and sleep was a stranger to, 

^his eye^l Unable ^ny longer. to suppprt the 
tpnneuts pf uncertainly^ he risea before ; the, 
break of day, and slipping out miperc^ved by 
his^ a^ten^ant^, secreUy repairs to, the palace of 
Ouardi., He dimbs to the top of a wall ; and. 
neither seeing nor hearing any one near^ be 
imagines tliat the whole family are still asleep ; 
and^filidipgdown into thecourtwhich leads to bis 
mistress's apartment, he discovers the charac- 
ters which li^r hand had traced put on the wall. 
He had cpme with a hasona palpitating \vith 
joy J but he retunied with a heartVoppressed 
with grief. — ^^ Such then," he exclaimed, ^^ is 
the fate of man ! He sows the pregnant seed^ 
of hope, and reaps nothing but despair I^' 

Anas-Eloujoud returned to his palace with a 
look that betrayed the trouble of his soul. — 
'^ Was ever," said he, ^' a separation so cruel? 

' When on the point of possessing the adoraUe 
object of my love, she is snatched away from 
me. Abode of luxury, thou shalt no longer be 
lay residence ! Ye gilded cornices, ye magnin 
ficent ^arpeta, ve have no longer any attrac- 
tions for Anas-Eloiyoud 1" 

As he uttered these words, he threw aside^ his 
sword, aod all the ornamental parts of his 
4ress.'— *^ Why are not wings permitted to a 
lover, when in pursuit of a fugitive mistress ? I 
will seek hcr^ to the farthest extremity of the 
world!" 

He 
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He then put on a mean jdress, that he might 
not be known ; and taking a stidc, the emblem^ 
of misfortune^ iii his hana^ set oiit in search of 
Ouardi. 

* Anas-Eloujoud^ being thus disguised, went 
frbm city to eity, and from country to country ; 
he traversed horrid deserts, strayed through 
gloomy vales, ^nd climbed over shaggy moun- 
tains, calling on men, on Heaven, and on 
earth, for news of his beloved. Long did be 
{lursue his fruitless search ; long were bis la-» 
mentations repeated only b^ the plaintive voice 
of echo, * At length, bemg overcome with 
fatigue, and having reached the entrance of a 
cave, Which was the residence of a venerable 
. dervise bending beneath the weight of years,- 
he stopped, tojndulge his melancholy thoughts; 
The image of Ouardi was ever present to his 
mind, embellished with all those nameless per- 
fections which the flattering pencil of love 
never fails to bestow. Yielding to the dictates 
of his passion, he exclaimed — *' Oh ye jnhabi- 
tanfb of this cave, whoever ye be, pity tlie 
hapless fate of a wretched wanderer ! Have ye 
not seen the lovely object of my affection ? Her 
skin is whiter than the purest alabaj*ter; her 
cheeks excel the blushing beauties of the new- 
blown r®se ; her hair, in waving ringlets, hangs 
over her snowy shoulders ; her looks ^re more 

Ciercing than the tempered steel ! Alas, I have 
>st her ! Ye inhabitants of this friendly cave> 
have ye not seen the fair Ouardi r" 

The dervise, struck with this portrait, and 
feeling the embers of a flame that was scarcely 
extinguished, glow" within his bosom, left his 
prayers to attend the lover,— ^' Young man," 
said he, " enter this cave, and we will attempt 
the pleasing task of mutual consolation. ^^ e 

ace 



are Bot the only victims of the tyrant Love ! 
Beseatedj and* I will endeavour to find a cure 
for your wound. Suffer, meanwhile, the genial 
rays of hope to cheer your drooping mind } 
your misfortunes are perhaps drawing near to 
an end : rest yourself, therefore^ and accept 
such nourishment as my cave affords." ^ 

The old man, whose white beard descended to 
his girdle, and whose venerable miexk enforced 
respegt, immediately placed before hi|pyouthfnl 
ffuest a rustic repast, consisting of sweet-scented 
honey, dates fresh gatliered, and luscious 
grapes, 'which huns in purple clusters on the 
mountain's side. His beverage was the cojd 
stream, pure as the virgin crystal from the 
neighbouring brook.-— As sooii as Anas- 
Elouioud had finished his frugal meal, the 
dervise thus addressed him : — *^ Y'oung man, I. 
am pleased with your countenance ; and, as 
your heart is exempt from corruption, 1 am 
anxious to merit your confidence. listen to 
my story; it may serve to sooth your anxiety, 
and will give me the Satisfaction ,of imparting 
my misfortunes to one who is endued with siitr 
ficient sensibility to bestow on them the tear of 
compassion, and the sigh of sympathy. 

^* I am the son of the Visier Sai'macan^. 
My father brought me up, amidst the pomp of his 
court, to the noble profession of arms, in which, 
during my early youth, I gained such distinc- 
tion as ^ocured'me the appointment of Com- 
mander in Chief. ^The reputation I acquired by 
some brilliant exploits, excited the hatred of 
envy ; but the protection of my Prince, and the ' 
credit of his Minister, sheltered me from its 
sj;ings. The rank which I now enjoyed satisfied 
my ambition, and gave me content ; but love^ 
alas ! w(is desj:ined to irite;rupt my felicity, and 
5' ' promote 
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promote my de'striictron. "The most beautiful of 
k\\ the Sulfan's slaves, having- conceived a 
passion for m^, sent me an invitation, which the 
frozen breast of apathy itself could not have ' 
slighted. In'slioft, she made me the happiest 
of mortals ; and every thought was employed 
in giving her the most unequivocal .proofs oF 
grateful tenderness ; I was* lost in delight. At^ 
Jongth/hoHvever, the keen eye of envy pierced* 
the mysterious Veil which concealed 6ur joys ; 
while its malicious tongue betrayed us to the 
monarch. This fatal discoVeiy caused the ruin 
of my family, and the death of my beloyed ; 
while I myself, disguised in the dress of a 
dervise, escaped the rage of persecution. I 
wandered over the frozen climes of Tartary; 
descended from the summits of Tibet into the^ 
plains of India ; visited the happy isles; where 
spice and perfumes grow ; then returned to the- 
continent; and, after traversing all Persia, I 
I'etired to this solitary retreat, overcome with' 
care, fatigue, and melancholy. . It is now forty 
years since I first established mv residence in- 
this rugged cave. I live on the fruits of yonder 
date-trees, and of these vines which decorate' 
the mountain, and the water ibf the rivulet forms 
my only beverage. .Would you believe, my 
son, that this long space of time has been insuf- 
ficient to efface from my heart the image of 
.Nadira? The impression is now as strong as in - 
tlie days of my happiness. Methinks I see her 
lovely shade wandering round my lonely cave, 
hear her melodious voice break the dread silence 
of the gloomy night. Not aday passes but I pay 
her the tearful tribute of affection ; and while' E' 
mourn the rigour of her fate, I lament my own, 
which has rej^erved me for severer trials ! Oh 
Kadira! Nadira! soon shall I join thee — soon 

:? shall 
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«hall I fenninate a life of misery j— As for you, 
my son, who have but just catered on the flow- 
ery path, exert your courage ; and may you bie 
more fortunate than me ! — ^But tell me, what 
brought you to thi3 unfrequented spot P* 

Anas-iEloujoud, deeply affected with his 
■Btory, embraced die venerable old man, whose 
. face he bathed with his tears. When he had 
somewhat recovered from the first transports of 
sympadiizing grief, he thus replied :-— *^ I was 
iorn in the provinqe of Cachemir ; but being 
stolen from my parents by robbers, I was sol3 
>to the King vor the Persians. That Prince, 
*eing struck with those talents which the 
liberal hand of Nature had bestowed on me, 
ordered them to be cultivated with extraordi* 
.nary care, and brought me up to the first em- 
ployments in the state. Having saved his life 
in battle, at the head of the Mamalukes, who 
fought under my command, and having turned 
the fortune of the day in his favour, I entirely 
gained his confidence and esteem. At his 
Court, I enjoyed aU the splendour of wealth, the 
attractions or jrank, and the influence of unli- 
mitted power- O my father ! the daughter of 
the Visier, the mo^t Jovely of all the virgins of 
Ispahan, has inspired me with u passion as vio* 
lent as ever glowed within the bosom t^f man^ 
I have sacrificed every thing to my love ; and^ 
for three whole years, have sought her by sea 
and by land. At^ the very moment when pos- 
session was al»)ut to render me the happiest of 
mortals, she disappeared ; and I know not to 
what CQ^untry her barbarous father has banis&ed 
heir 

The old dervise, after remaining 9ome time 
in deep meditation, suddei^ly exclaimed-*^' I^ 
•tlxe knowledge I derive from my misfortimea 

i> deceive 
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deceive nuc not, jou will find the object of your 
adoration in an island situated at the extremity 
of tliePersran Chilph, which belongs to'theVisler. 
Arise, and follow me !" 

As he said tl^is, he led Anas-Eloujoud over a 
sandy plain, whose surface had been long 
stripped of its verdure by tlie devonrin^ heat of 
the sun. After a painful march 'or several 
hours, they arrived at a narrow path, that led to 
the summit of those hills, which skirt thfe south- 
em banks of the Euphratefe.i— " Do jou see,** 
said the old man, ^' yonder noble river^ rolling 
its impetuous waves towArds the sea ? Descend 
the hill, pursue its course, and it will bring you 
opposite to the Solitary Island, wftich you will 
know by the lofty mountains that surround it. 
'When you approach it, turn to the south-east, 
as that is tlie only part in which it is 
accessible." * ' 

The dervise then enibraced the y^Cuthful tra- 
veller ; and, having offerfed up vows for the suc- 
cess of his enterprise, returned to his cave, to' 
lament the loss of his unfortuni^te Nadira. 

Anas-Eloujoud thanked his generoits host ; 
and, invoking benedictions on his head,' de- 
parted, with a heart elated by joy and hope. H^ 
descended swiftly into the veiley, and reached the 
banks of the river, where he found a bark, the 
owner of which he engaged, by liberal promises, 
to conduct him to the place of his destination. 
The sail was unfurled, and the wind seconding 
the impetuosity of the current, pressed them 
* forward with the rapidity of an arrow: Anas- 
Eloujoud paid no attention to the numeroiis 
flocks which embellished the verdant piLStu^* 
nor to the smiling landscapes, dissected by jiwi- 
lets, which pour into the Euphrates th^ hthiess 
of their waves." His heart, animated with a 
• '- '' singte 
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single desire ; ^lis mind, wholly engrbssed ly a 
single sentiment ; in all nature be sees nothing 
' but his beloved, nothing but the tender Ouardi, 
He had passed the mouth of the river, and 
having lost sight of land, stretched his longing 
eyes over the vast expanse of water, when he 
discovered some shining objects in the skirts of 
the horizon. They were the rocks of tbe 
Solitary Island! He trembled with joy, and 
bis ardent fancy overleaped the intermediate 
' space. Mindful of the orders he had re- 
ceived from the Dervise, he directed the helm 
to the south-east. He approached the island, 
and the mountains increasing, soon convinced 
' him he was not deceived. At that instaet, the 
pilot descried a small dark cloud, which, as he 
knew it to be the sure sign of a storm, filled his 
heart with terror. He was anxious to return to 
the coast he had left, but Anas-Eloujoud com- 
pelled him to proceed, [f he cloud, though at 
tirst almost imperceptible, gradually increased- 
in bulk, till, like a vast chain of mountains, it 
obscured a part of the firmament ; while, as the 
wind agitated the waves, the sea acquired a 

floomy aspect, and sent forth a dismal noise, 
'he rocks became white with the foam, the 
storm raged with reidoubled violence, the slender 
bark was one moment raised to the skies, and 
the next plunged into ade^p abyss: death threat- 
ened them on every side. The affrighted pilot 
could no longer steer^ but exclaimed, with a 
voice exprtjssive of horror, that they were about 
to dash against the rocks. Anas-Eloujoud had 
but just time to untie his girdle, and throw oft' a 
part of his dress, when a roaring wave shattered 
the vessel, and plunged them into the bosom of 
the ocean. The unhappy lover rose to the sur- 
face^ and exerted his utmost efforts to ^ain th^ 

• -V ^ aeighbouriiig 
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Kei^b<mrmg shore, beatwig, with sinewy «rms, 
th« foami;)^ billows. Having seen ttvs^ pildl 
dashed agamst the rocks, he ma(te along cir- 
cuit, in order to avoid k similar fate. Lone did 
he struggle with the impetuous waves, tul aUt 
length be felt his limks grow stiff, and his 
strength forsake hiju. He made, however, one 
bold effort, which fortunately threw him on a 
rock, to which he clung with^ all his force ; and, 
as the watery mountains passed over his head, he 
lield his breath, and remained motionless. By 
degrees the fury of the storm subsided, tlie sky 
recovered its wonted serenity, ai>d the cheerful 
rays of hope once more beamed on the bosom of 
the wretched lover. After an hour's repose, 
h% again plunged into the sea, and gained the 
shore, on which he lay for some time in a state 
of stupefaction ; till, his vital heat being re- 
stored by the warmth of the sun, he recovered 
sufficient strength to ascend the hill, where he 
laid himself down in an arbour of orange-trees, 
and fell into a profound sleep. 

Meanwhile, the fair Ouardi*s love acquired 
fresh force, from the obstacles oppbsed to its 
gratification. Ever intent on its object, she 
bought of nothing but Anas- Eloujdud ; she^ 
could see nothing but his image. Her days 
were passed in fruittess dqsites, a^d unavmJing 
sorrow. Her slaves, in order to amuse her 
inind, led her to#those enchanted bowers, with 
which the island was covered, while the earth's 
surface exhibited a constant verdure, the grate- 
ful produce of perpetual spring. The myrtle, 
the orange, the scarlet-flowered pomegranate, 
and the Arabian jasmhie formed, wim their 
^reading branches, a delrcious shade. These 
v^ere inhabited by cooing turtles, and the fittle 
tongsters of the grovj, who hailed, with their 
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ftsnnonious warblings, the rising and the setkinc 
sun. Silver rivulets flowed between bank^of 
ihe most fragrant flowers. In this delightfiil 
•pot, Ouardi indulged her amorous thoughts : 
flfce gathered, for hei: lover, the pomegranate 
and the orange; she wove a garland of myrtle 
to embellish his hair ; she pressed him to sitJby 
her side on the verdant turf, to inhale the; . 
balsamic emanations of odoriferousplants, while 
she addressed him in the warmest language of 
love* But when this illusion v.nnished, and 
truth^s sober ray dispelled the mist which ob*- 
scured her reason, and her eternal separation 
fi:om Anas-Eloujoud' recurred to heiylistracted 
xoind, her strength forsook her, torrents of 
tears streained down her lovely face, and aset* 
tied melanqboly took possession of her hearts 
For a long time did she flatter herself that he 
would discover her^ retreat ; but three years, 
passed in fmitleiss expectation, having deprived 
iiec of that pleasing hope, she gave herself up 
to despair, and resmved to attempt her escape^ 
though at the risk of being swallowed up by the 
waves. At length she found means to elude 
tiie vigilance ol h^ guards; ^nd, getting out 
of a wii^0|W wb^h looked to tTO sea, she 
walked towards the harbour. At break of day 
she elimbed the. summit of a lofty rock, and 
cast ing her eyes over the vast expanse of water, 
she p^ceived,^ at a little distance, a fisherman 
throwing bistiets. She made it sign to him 
with her haQdkerchief> upon which he imme- 
diatdy sailed towards her ; and when he ap- 
proacned, remained for some time motionless 
with surprise^ at seeing a woman of her youth 
«nd beauty, arrayed too with such magnificence, 
waodering in that desert plaee^ 

'* Enter my bark,*' said be : ^ you have 

B 3 nothing 
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nothing to fear. Are you a mortal, or of the 
race of the Genii ? le!l me, celestial maid, 
tell me who you are, and command your de*- 
^oted-ftlave.'* 

*^ I am the daughter of a Vi/ier,*' replied 
Ouardi, '* and love* has conducted me hither. 
O iisherman, deign to convey me to the nearest 
city i Perhaps I may there gain intelligence of 
my lover. I can no longer support life without 
him!'^ 

She then wiped the tears from her eyes, and 
entered the bark. The fisherman hoisted the 
tail, and sung the following verses, which hfe 
coniposed extern pore:— 

'' 1 have seen thee, and my heart is inspired 
with sensations, that have been hitherto nn3- 
. known to it.' Who can refrain from loving tlie 
iDftost perfect beauty which adorns the earth ? 
She has a right to the homage of- all mankind. 
Her eyes sparkle with celestial firCi. Her jetty 
locks descend in waving ringlets to her feet^ and 
shed a sv^^eet perfume all around.' This irmonv- 
p arable beauty, before whom the trees,^ as she 
passes, bow down their heads, is the master- 
piece of the Most High V ^ . \ ** 

After sailing for three days, a favourable 
Tfrind brought them safe into the harbour of 
Bagdad, that t^elebrated city, in which com^ 
merce and the laws prosper, from, unremitting 
encouragement. It was then governed by a 
monarch whc distributed justice with an,im>- 
partial ^hand : his name was Diwan. He had 
acquired tneat reputation by his military 
exploits ; but beneficence was his chief virtue, 
and in generosity he was unrivalled. From tke 
wrndov/ oF his pa i ace he • beheld the lovely 
Oiuirdi, aiul was struck with her beautv.M Asta* 
iiiohcd at :x Jiug a young maid bo richly dressed^ 
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Iff a fisherman's bark, he sent two of his slaves 
to her with a <ionsolatory message. — " Come/* 
said they, *^ to speak to the Saltan, onr master: 
he is of a generous nature, and they who place 
themselves under his protection, are secure 
ffotn danGjer or insult." 

Ouardi followed them to the palace with 
trembling steps ; and being conducted into the 
King's^ presence, she kissed his band, while the 
t^ars flowed from her eyes, and her bosom 
swelled with despair. 

^' Lovely maid/' said the monarch, ^^ what 
accident has brought you to this place ? Has 
some ruffian carried you off by force ? or are 
you the hapless victim of love ? Tell me your 
name, who is jrour father, and where the place 
of vour birtti i^" 

'* Sublime Emperor!*' answered she, ''-my 
name is Quatdi, and my birth illustrious, vaj 
father being sprung ffom a race of Kings. His 
authority is extenave: when he appears in 
public, ne is attended by two thousand lances. 
He is called Ibrahim ; he is Visier to the Sultan 
Chamier, who governs the kingdom of Ispahan. 
A fatal passion which I conceived for a young 
nobleman of his Court, is the cause of mv di?- . 
grace, my banishment, and my tears. Alas f 
when I first knew Love, I was ignorant of' the 
torments he gives birth to. My lover's name is ' 
Anas-Elonjoud : in grace, in talents^ and in^' 
courage he excels all the youths of the age. - 
My union with him can alone remove the cause 
of my sorrow.*' ■ ' 

'* Let the Visier be called," said the Sultan. * 

*' Prince, I am here in readiness to execute 
your orders." 

** Take eighty camels, load them with the 
4d(^jhest stuffs, and ipstantly repair to the Sultan. 
" ? » 4 Chamier, 
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Chaxnier. Say to him — '^ Tbe Emperor Diwan 
greets thee : he asks thee a favour. Send him: 
Anas-Eloiijoud : he is desirous of seeing a 
x^bleman of whom report speaks so highly. 

The Visier obeyed^ and departed. 

The sun, disengaged from the vapours of the 
horizon^ shed waves of light over the earthi. 
giving new life to plants, and joy to animated 
beings. Already had he completed a <i)ird of 
his career,, when the shrill notes of the feathered 
songsters, celebrating his presenefe, awakened 
Anas-Eloujoud, who had dreamed, during the 
night, thak he saw the fair Oijardi ^approach 
him, and in kind accents invite him to ft611ow 
her. After many useless efforts to awake him* 
she plunged into the waves, TnakfiSg the air 
re^oupd with her plaintive cries. He now 
arose, with his mind still disturbed by his 
dream ; and, having left the arboiu*, discovered 
a castle, built ia the middle of the island. A 
ray of hope revived his drooping courage, 'a« he 
walked with trembUng steps towards that 
asylum which had ^o long concealed his be* 
loved. When he arrived at the gate, a surly 
porter thus addressed him — ^' Whence come 
you? whither are you going ? and what is your 
aesign ? No stranger, without the riski of his- 
life, cap enter this solitude. Speak^ ,and de- 
clare the truth." 

•* 1 am w[i imfoxtunate merchant,*' answered 
Ana»-Eloujou4. *' I had a vessel laden with 
silk, which the late storm has shipwrecked on- 
the neighbouring rocks^; and I am the only" 
persop who escaped, Bellold this cloak, . 
which scarcely suffices to cover my nakedness : 
it is all that remains of ray whole fortune." 

The porter, moved by his story, suffered him 
to eiuer. A profound silence prevailed through 

the 
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the various courts of the palace^ which he tra- 
versed with anxious step, without meeting a 
single person, all the slaves being engaged in 
search of their mistress. As he entered those 
delightful bowers which Ou$trdi had just quitted, 
he perceived the cipher of his mistress, cut by 
the side of his own, in ihebark of the oiangc- 
trees, and their names were interwoven in aif- 
ferent places. He no- Wiiger doubts that the 
object of bis adoratfon is near at hand : his 
heart palpitates with fear and hope ; he is at a. 
Joss whither^to direct his steps ; qow mnninig 
through the winding labyrinths which encloie 
the bower, and now stopping, with attentive 
ear, to catch each vagrant sound, whicji he 
fondly hopes will prove the voice of his divinity, 
ITie gentle murmur of the distant waves alarms 
his heart ; be diudders at the rustling leaves, 
moved by the mild breath of Zephyr : the 
smallest noise inspires him with dread, and hi* 
senses are in a state of inexpressible agitation 
as he walks through the groves, beneath wh^se 
grateful shades the fair Ouardi.had reposed her 
lovely limbs. As he wandered about the gaif- 
dens> he met Ouardi's attendants, who were 
s<;arching after their mistress. At the sight of 
a man they started back with terror.-*-^^' jJo not 
be afraid," said Aiias-Eloujoud ; ^^ you* havfe 
nothing to fear from an unfortunate stranger, 
who has-been shipwrecked on this solitary coast. 
But whence those tears ?" 

^^ Alas!" said tliey, ^* the Visier of a gretft 
King had. entrusted his daughter to our care;, 
and last night she cluded^our vigilance, and 
- effected her escape. All our endeavours to find* 
her have proved fruitless. When* the Visier 
ri)all be apprised of tjm event^ he will onier us 
ail to be put to death!" 

D 5' Anas.- 
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Anasr-Eloiijoud was nojv convinced thtit tWs 
island had been the place of his lover's confine- 
men tj and*lie therefore joined in the pursuit. 

Diwan's Visier had, in the meantime, arrived 
at the Court of Ispahan ; and, having obtained 
an audience of the Sultan Chamier, thiffi ad- 
dressed him : — ^^ Magnificent Emperor r* the 
Sultan Diwan has sent me to greet thee in his 
name^ and to request that thou woiildst suffer' 
Anas-Eloojoud, whose talents and exploits are 
the theme of universal commendation, to 
accompany me to his Court. Accept the con- 
, gratulations of my master, and eighty camels 
ibftded witli riches. These presents, ample as 
^ikey are, are still far beneatli thy power and 
thy majesty !" 

^\ Alatf exclaimed Chamier, ^' where 15 
Ani^-Eloujoud to be found ? Three years ha^e 
BOW elapsed since he first disappeared ; during 
which tim^, all my attempts to discover his> 
retreat have proved fruitless.. He was General 
of my armies, and my grand cup-bearer." 
. Glorious Earperor I" replied the ambas^dor, 
'^ a young maiden is lately arrived at Bagdad, 
who calls herself the Princess Ouardi. She 
loves Anas-Eloujoud, and mourns his absencW 

*' She must have occasioned his flight," saiJ 
th^ Sultan : '^ let her father be brought before 
me." 

^^ Behold me at your feet," said the Visier. 
' '^ If thou dost not depart this instant in 
search, of Anas-Eloujoud, and bring him bkck 
with thee, thoushalt feel the effect* of my ven- 
geance : thee and thy ^vhole race will I 
destroy!" 

The father of Ouardi set out for the Solitaiy 
Island ; and the Ambassador of Diwan return^ 
to Bagdad, to give an account of his embassjt. 

The 
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Tbe news of Anas-Eloujoud's flight, and the 
-uncertainty of his fate, gave fresh subject of un- 
easiness to the beautiful Guard i : she not only 
trembled for his life, but for that of her father. 
The kindness of the Prince, who had received 
her so graciously; the magnificent palace which 
he had assigned for her residence ; the superb 
gardens that surrounded it; the numerous 
slaves who were appointed to attend her; in 
short, UU the luxuries she enjoyed, were inca- 
pable of affording the smallest mitigation to her 
grief. Alas! can the heart that has Jost the 
object of its affections, admit of consolation ?— 
*^ Unhappy love!" wauld she frequently ex- 
claim ; '^ delicious senti^iaent ! which 1 received 
as the purest source of voluptuousness, why art 
thou so fertile in pains? I am banished from my 
family ; I have left a mother to mourn 'my loss ^* 
I have endangered the life of a father, who: 
cherished me with the utmost fervour of pater- 
nal fondness : and yet all these misfortunes^ . 
united would be insufficient to nuike me re- 
nounce my lover. The more I endeavour to 
tear liis image from my heart, the deeper does 
the dear impression sink. I wish to forget, but 
continue to adore. Should he fall a victim to 
the fatal passion which I have raised in hjs. 

bosom!- Alas,'! day and night do I torment ^ 

myself with painful conjectures and unavailing 
lamentations. O death ! approach, and put an 
end to my sufferings '" 

Thus did the. amorous Ouardi vent her grief 
ip complaints. - 

The Visier^ Ibrahim arrived at the Solitary 
Island, and found his slaves in tears.-—. 
'^ Wi*etches I"' said he, -^ what have you jdone 
i^ith my daughter ?" 

V* My.Xforri^ we.hHVQ merited death! Our; 

B 6 mistress 
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mistresiit has eluded our vigilai^ce, and profifced' 
by the darkness of the night to effect her escape. 
We have in v^in endeavoured to discover her 
retreat, though assisted in our search by a^mer-^ 
chant who was cast i^^v^y on the island/' 

'' You shall feel the effects of my vengeance V^ 
said the Visier. ** But who is this stranger I" 

*^ We know him not, my Lord : he says that; 
lais ship was driven by a storm on the rocks 
which flurfound the island, where it was dashed ' 
to pieces, and hi» whole fortune lost in the sea* 
This disaster seems to have deprived him of his 
senses. Beep siglis issue from his bosom ; he 
rolls himself upon the sand ; and sopietimes 
glues his lips to the bark of the trees/^ 
*^ Bring him hither/' 

At these words, one of the slaves departed in 
search of Anas-£loujoud, whom she found in 
fte .garden, deeply involved in thought.—^ 
^^ Stranger," said she, ^'follow me: the Visier 
t^^quires your presence/* 
• * Though he started at the name of Visier, - 
he determined to obey the summons. Ibrahim: 
immediately recollected him, notwithstanding 
the change of his dress, and the alteration made 
in his countenance by the corroding hand of 
sorrow. 

'* Unhappy youth !** said he, ^' to what: 
dreadful evils lias thy imprudence exposed us ! 
Give me back my daughter, the honour of my 
house, and the consolation of my old age^. 
I'hou hast lost her ! She is now wandering 
about, from city to city, like a deserted victim ; . 
while the Sultan demands my life as the punish-* 
ment of thy crime.** 

** O my father!*^ replied Anas-EIoujoud, 

' ^' do not insult the fair Ouardi ; but pardon the 

violence of that passioa which haa led u& astray • 

XiQoIc 
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Jjoeik on me as your son .; my utmost efforts sba}I 

te exerted to merit that title : but do not re* 

.quire the sacrifice of a sentiment which no 

power on earth shall compel me to renounce." 

These affectionate expressions disarmed the 
anger of Ibrahim, who embraced the man that 
had called him father, while they mingled their 
sighs together. He obliged him to exchange 
his garment for one of silk and gold, placed » 
rich scimitar at his side, covered his head with 
a turban adorned witii precious stones, and then 
made the necessary preparations for embarking 
him to Ispahan^ 

Arias-Eloujoud, when bathed, perfumed, and 
thus superbly arrayed, still eclipsed in beauty 
all the young nobles of the Court. His cheei:, 
indeed, had less colour, and his eyes less viva^ 
city than before; but the paleness of his coun- 
tenance, and the languor of his looks, gave him 
aa interesting appearance, which influenced in 
his^ favour all those who beheld ^im. When 
he had taken two days' rest, Ibrahim said to 
him-— ^' The Sultan has commanded me ta 
conduct you to his Court ; and I have not the 
smallest doubt but he will sanction with his con- 
sent your marriage with my unhappy daughter, 
who is now passing her days in sorrovft. She has 
, retired to the Court of the Emperor Di wan, who 
interests himself in her fate ; he retains her in 
his palace, and has sent an ambassador to our 
jsuWime master, in oider to obtain bis per- 
mission for you to repair to Bagdad/* 

" Let us fly thither instantaneously !" said 

Anas^Eloujoud, *' since there resides the object 

of my affections. Do not let us return to 

Ispahan!" . 

^ But Cfaamier has ordered me to return ; 

5 and 
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and my death will be the consequence of mj 
disobeuience." 

*^ I no longer oppose your design : but are 
we sure of meeting with a favourable recep- 
tbn r 

The prfsentimens of the grand cup-beater 
were founded in reason. The courtiers dreads 
Lis return, jrom an. apprehension that he .woulft 
once more monopolize the favour of their 
Prince. That monarch was now surrounded by 
a crowd of nobles, who, actuated by motives of 
envy, eagerly embraced the present opportunity 
to caUunniate the man, whose talents, virtues, and 
glory had long eclipsed them all. They repre- 
sented him as a young debauchee, who, forget* 
ful of tlie favours he had received from his sove- 
reign, had basely deserted him, for tiie purpose 
of following an abandoned mistress. They in- 
sinuated that Ibrahim had entered into a secret 
correspondence witli the enemies of the state-— 
that he bad concluded a treaty with the ambi* 
tious Diwan, with the view of placing the crown 
of Persia on his own head, and of transmitting 
it to Anas-Eloujoud, by giving him hi» daughter 
in marriage* They persuaded him that the 
embassy from the King of Bagdad was intended 
for thesolp purpose of reconnoitring. the state of 
his dominions, in order to attack them *when« 
ever a favourable opportunity should occur. 
Tlie Chiefs of the Mainalukes, whom Amis- 
Eloujoud had, more than on celled on4o vic- 
tory, had alone the justice to shew, by their 
gloomy silence, their disapprobation of these 
calumnious asb'ertions. But the consequence of 
ttieir hooeat zeal .w.^s an accusation exhi-, 
"bited against them as accomplices, which caused 
several of thi^m to be disgrace^. , - 

The 
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/ Tlie pertdious courtiers having thus excited 
the resentment of the Prince^ainst two. of his 
nVost faithful subjects, and fearing that they . 
migiit be able to justify ^their conduct, obtained' 
an order to arrest them l^t'ore they entered the 
capital. 

' The Visiei: and the grand cup-bearer directed 
their -steps towards Ispahan. An^->Eioujoad, 
borne on the wings of hope, regaled his imagin- 
ation with the pleiising prospect of a speedy 
union with his beloved mistress. BeiWe his " 
departure, he had written the following letter :*r- 
*^ O thou> who first madest me feel the 
power of love, dry up th}'^ tears ; our griefs are 
nejir at an end. For the space of three years, 
we have experienced all the rigours of adver- 
sity ; but the moment approaches, when hap- 
piness, unsullied happiness^ shall be our lot. 
The Sultan has sent for me, and he will doubt- 

' less sanction our union by hia approbation. 
Will it then be permitted us to taste the sweets 
of love, exempt from the fear of interruption? 
I have visited tliose delightful bowers, where 

• our names had been engraven by thy hand on ' 
the bark of the orange-trees. I covered thefti 
with kisses ; they had been blessed witli thy 
presence ; I inhaled, with tlie breeze, thy odori- 
ferous breath, ^hich had imparted additional 
sweetness to every flower I — Ah, happy flowets! 
they had been touched by th^hand of Ouardi f 
Life of my life ! our woes are past; we shall now 
be united, never more to part." 

The faithful messenger to whose care he en- 
trusted this letter, conveyed it safe to Bagdad. 

The two travellers, in the meantime, conti- 
nued then* route to Ispahan, and had approach ejl 
within half-a-day's journey of the city^ when 
they VFtic (ipested in th«: King* s name^ by a troop 
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of royal guards : ip vain did they emonstrate, 
in vain attempt t^J^resist; thej^ w^re overpowered 
by numbers, and conducted to a strong castle, 
where they were closely confined. This was a 
stroke for which the a were wholly nnprepar<^d ; 
it almost deprived them of their senses ; they 
mingled their tears together, but neither of 
them possessed the power of utterance. 

The fair Ooardi, having received her lover's 
epistle, read it a hundred times, and las often 
coveii^ it with kisses.—'^ I shall again then 
behold the delight of my life ; 1 shall press him- 
to my fond bosom, and console him for all the 
ills he has experienced ! My father has par- 
doned him ; I shall be restored to my family ! 
I shall dry up the tears of her wha gave me 
birth, dnd watched over my infancy ! Love I 
what a torrent of pleasures dost thou pour in 
upon my soul ! But should the Sultan detain 
my Anas-Eloujoud ? Impossible ! he never cam 
render him wretched, who was always the object 
erf" his esteem I'* 

From that .moment, she gave herself up* to 
those amusements which her companions bad^ 
been studious to provide for her pleasure ; she 
suffered her slaves to dance in her presence, and- 
listened to the tender airs they sang. Often,, 
seated beneath a bower shaded by orange-trces> 
that were loaded with blossoms and with fruit, 
w^uld she accompany her melodioiis voice with 
the cithern. Tho pcission which impregnated 
her words, passed into the bosoms of all wlio 
beard her : while she sang, an universal silence 
prevailed ; the birds suspended their notes ; 
Zephyr retained his breath ; the fugitive stream " 
forgot its murmur ; and Echo joyfully repeated 
the bannonious sounds, Th<3 Sultan frequently" 
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eam^ to hear her sing, and lUteiied to her, 
whole boi}rs> with rapture. 

Hope had restored to Ouardi the primit;ive 
splendour of her beauty. , At all the festivals 
given by the Sultan, her grace and agility v\rere 
tne theme of universal applause ; whenever she 
appeared in public, a murmur of approbatioa 
was heard from every quarter ; whenever she 
spoke, the brilliancy of her wit delighted all 
who heard her. Such a combination of charms 
made a deep . impression on the heart of 
Diwan ; but his generosity was superior to his 
love, and he had sworn, by his head, to make 
Ouardi happy. > 

. After waiting a month to see the promises of 
Anas-Eloujoud fulfilled, her jcgr began to give 
way to alarm ; her sleep was interrupted by 
horrid dreams. In the day, she ascended the 
terrace of the palace, and cast her eyes towards 
Ispahan, in the hope of discovering the retinue 
ot her lover : every object she perceived, mada 
her tremble with pleasure. Often would h<$ 
•wary ^yes represent to her a troop of cavalierH, 
richly clothed, galloping towards the walls of 
JBagaad : it was Anas-Eloujoud — she knew his 
features— her heart palpitated with excess of 
joy. But the flattering charm was soon dis- 
pelled, and she was again plunged in the deepest 
melancholy. UnaWe any longer to bear this 
dreadful slate of suspense, sh^ called one of the 
officers of her household, wliom she ordered to 
assume the^disguise of"^ Persian, and hasten to 
Ispahan, that he might bring her news of Anas- 
Eloujoud and her father. ^ No sooner was he 
departed, than her supplications were oflercd to 
heaven for his return. 

The daughter of the Visier had lost her cheer- 
fulness : absorl>ed in gloomy thought, she fled, 

the 
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the tnmult of the Conrt, and shut herself up itt 
her palace^ that she might give a free vent td 
her grief. Her mind was haunted hy the most 
hideous phantom*: ev^ery day did she measurtr 
the "^pyce which separates Bagdad frond Ispah*an, 
and -accused the slowuess of her mesHenger. At 
length he arrived.-—^' Well, what news dost 
tliou bring:'* said Ouardi, with precipitation. - 

The mes:^^ngeF, after prostrating himself be- 
fore hv^r, and touching the caipet with his fore- 
head, replied — " Princess, the Visier, your 
father, is deposed and impjisoned ; Anafi-Eiou- 
joud is involved in his disgrace: the people 
lafnent their fate ; but their enemies are pow- 
erful, ani it is much feared they will carry their 
vengeance still farther." 

At this lieU's the wretched Ouftrdi fell sense- 
less on the floor. Her attendants endeavoured 
to restore her to life, by rubbing her temples 
* with spirits.—'^ Barbarians !" slie exclaimed,- 
with a feMe voice^ '' what are ye about f- Oh, 
suffer me to diel" 

■ She then closed her eves, and remained, for a' 
considerable time, witlfiout sense or niotionr 
When she Tecovered from her swoon, she shed 
a torreut of tears ; and, beating her bosom, 
reproached herself witii having oCc^ioned the, 
death of hei- father and oi^ her lover* Her wo- 
men exhausted, in vain; every source of conso* 
Jation ; the violence of her despair tv^as too great 
to admit of comfort. But on a sudden het teats 
ceased to How, she cheeked her sigh», her looks 
became fixed, and she appeared to be lost in 
profound meditation ; whilst the same gloomy, 
silence 'was observed by all around her. At 
length she spake ; and, ordering her most 
siimptuous garments to be brought, told her 
women to djcess her. She was instantly obeyed :^ 

' \ . . - . thej 
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they pljrited and perfumed her ebon locks, fixed 
tw^o crescents of fine pearls on her temples, and 
placed on her head aCtichemirian >ihavvl, embel- 
lished with a cirele-of diamonds. A flowing 
robe of celestial blue enclosed her waist, and 
shewed her heavenly bosom's beauteous form ; 
a ricli girdle, buckled loosely round her, hung 
liegligently down below hei' knee ; and a veil of 
sn^vvy white, richly embroi<lered, concealed her 
<*harms. Thus arrayed, she called the principal 
officer of her household, and ordere<l him to go 
to the Sultun, and in lier name demand a secret 
audience. 

I'he Emperor immediately commanded the 
eunuchs to fetch the IVincess, and conduct her 
to hi8 palace. Misram was prompt to obey. 
The beauteous Ouardi bowed as she entered the 
Sultan's apartment, and was going to throw 
herself at the feet of her benefactor : but Diwan 
prevented her, and having placed her at hii 
side, enquired the subject 6t her visit, and asked 
her what favour it was in his power to grant her. 
The daughter' of the Visicr, after rer>Jning 
silent for some minutes, from inability to utter 
her sentiu>entH, made an effort to speak, and 
thus addressed him: — *' Mighty so vennu,n,m^ 
lieart is impressed with a due sense of^tiiyijooa*- 
iiess, and my life will be too short to express the 
fulness of my gratitude: but> atas ! 1 em «tiH 
ihiseraWe : my fotber and niy lover are imprl- 
eoh^dy through tlUi calumnious accusations of 
those \vho envied their greatness ; and they will 
soon be put to death, unless thy powerful pro- 
teclioni be interposed, to snatch them i'roA de- 
struction. Maojoanimous Emperor ! us a far- 
ther proof of thy kindness to Ouardi, deign to 
leiagthen her days by tlie preservation of their 
lives.^' . 

The 



y 



6b ABABIAK LOT'EBSv 

Tlie Sultan wbs deeply afTected with tbi« cR^ 
course : he had known the power of love, and 
could feel for the fate of the wretched. Ouardi'* 
tears only served to render her more interest-- 
in^ ; he confessed the power of ber charms^ and 
nooly resolved to crown the protection he had 
afibrded her, by saving the object of her aflfec^ 
tions ; besides,, he regarded the refusal of th^- 
Siiltan Chamier as an affront which required the* 
Beverest vengeance. He therefore ordered hi* 
Visier to depart for Persia, to demand, in his 
name^ the release of the two prisoners, and to- 
send him the answer of Chamier without delay- 
These marks of attention, jmned to the consola-- 
tory discourse of Dwan, allayed the grief of the 
Princess, who returned to her palace^ accorapa*- 
nied by Hope, the best Companion of ,the 
wretched. 

But the anxious fears of Ouardi wer^ sodix re-- 
sewed: sometimes she saw the executioner oa 
the point of shedding that blood, which she 
would gladly have saved at the expence of her 
own; |it others, she flattered herself that DiwaaV 
entreaties would be complied with. Hope an<J" 
Sear bore alternate )sway in her mind» and eack 
of them occauoned the most violent agitation* 
Every da^ appeared an o^e tq her ; and the 
weight oi suspense at length bc5^ame iosupportr 
nble. Such 18 the fate ot those who are endued 
with sensibility : ^U their pleaaurea are pur- 
chased with torments; but one moment of 
ecstatic bliss makes theoi forget whole year& of 
misfortune. 

\^hen the Visier aijrived on^ thefron^erj^ of 
Persia, he made known the pmport of hitijqurr 
ncy to tlie Sultan Chamier, ana asked his per^ 
mission to repair to Ispahan, that be might treat 
with him for the liberty of the two prisoners^ 
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^€^ council accordingly assembled ; bnt die 
enemies of Ibrahim and Anas-Eloojoud pre- 
vailed : thej represented the ambassador from 
Bagdad as a dangerous emissary, who came for 
the purpose of promoting an insurrection in * 
their favour. They maintained, that a rebellion 
was on the .point of breaking out, that the 
life of the monarch was in danger, and the 
^ceptre about to pass into other hands. The 
Bmperor trembled in his palace; and orders 
were sent to the ambassador to return without 
^delay• The two innocent captives were con- 
£nea more closely, and the propriety of sacri- 
ficing their lives to the, public safety was sub- 
mitted to the discussion of the' council. A 
courier, in the meantime, being dispatched to 
Bagdad with intelligence of .these events, the 
Sultan Di wan immediately determined to en force 
hi% demands ; for which purpose he assembled 
his warriors, and in a few days be<?an his march 
towards Persia, at the head of an hundred thou- 
sand men. ' 

The Sultan, on his departure, sent a message 
^ Ouardi, re<|uesting her to dry up her tears, 
^nd promising toreleas-eher father and her lover. 
But this promise filled her hcjirt with additional 
terrors, as it convinced her the evil must be ereat 
io require so desperate a remedy. She addi^esscd 
her vows to Heaven for the prosperity of the 
Sultan 'sarms; and continually reproached her- 
5elf with her love, as if the consequences it had 
produced rendered it criminal. 

The Emperor of Bagdad aiTived oh the ene- 
^Hiy's frontiers, after dispersing the different 
i)odies ^f troops which had been sent to oppose 
his passage. Like an impetuous river, which, 
having J>roken down its banks, carries away the 
flocRs^ the shepherds, and the villagesy he had 

overturned 
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overturned ramparts, massacred whole armies, 
and now directed his march to the. gates of 
Ispahan. When he came to that extensive 
plain^ from whence the lofty towers of the 
capital are discerned in Jthe distant horizon, he 
saw two hundred thousand men drawn up in 
• battle array, for the purpose of impeding his 
further progress. Sixty thousand horse, posted 
on the wings, only waited for the signal of 
battle to begm the attack. The Sultan appeared 
in die centre, surrounded by a chosen corps^ 
and mounted on a superb charger. The squa- 
drons appeared like a forest of lances ; the 
brazen shields and helmets reflected from afar 
the ra} s of the sun ; the neighing of horses, and 
tlie sound of drums and trumpets, inspired^very 
generous soul with martial ardour, and filled the 
bosom of the coward with alarm. The intrepid 
Diwan was not dismayed at the number of his 
enemies ; but, in order to prevent the effusion 
of blood, he sent a herald to the King of the 
Persians, to inform him that he would withdraw 
his troops, and restore the places he had con- 

Juered, on condition tliat Anas-Eloujoud and 
brahini should be delivered up to him. Thia 
step, however, was regarded as the effect of 
fear, and his messenger, in violation of the law 
of nations, was put to death. This barbarous . 
action excited universal indignation, and a ge- 
neral cry of vengeance was heard throughout 
the army. The Emperor Diwan made a pru- 
dent disposition of his troops, and placed his 
light. cavalry in the wings, to prevent their bemg 
.surrounded. He posted himself in the .centre, 
opjjosite to Chamier, at the head of ten thou- 
sand M amalukes trained from their infancy to 
the use of arms. The two armies being put in 
motion, the advanced troops commenced the 

attack 5 
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ait^irk ;' the air was darkened with clouds of 
arrows; t\}e earth resounded beneath the 
horjsfi3', fe^t ;- the combatants were enveloped in 
whirlwinds of dust. On every side were heard 
ti\Q. slyottts of the warriors, the clashing of 
swords, ackd tlie shock of lances. The demon 
^fiwiir, filled every heart with rage, while the 
angel of death, flying from rank to rank, singled 
otjt hi» victims ; the eartli became red with 
streaias of blood, and men, and dying horses, 
lay in txinfused heaps about the plain. Victory 
long remsdned doubtful, < now. favouring the 
P<^rsians, who repulsed their enemies — now pass- 
ipg.oyer to the people of Bagdad, who spread 
dismay, among the mhabitants of Ispahan. At 
length she appeared to decide iu favour of the 
most numerous, and the troops of Diwan began 
to ffiye way ; the rank^ of infantry were already 
broken, though the corps whicn he headed in 
person still cc^itinued to fight ; the horsemen, 
encouraged by the example of their sovereign^ 
repdled all the attacks of the enemy with asto- 
nishing intrepidity. He was soon, however,, 
surrounded ; When, undismayed at the danger 
which threatened him, he resolved to lose His 

life, rather than quit the field. 

At that moment a youthful warrior, like th^ 
god of bi^ttles, cut his wfey througti the Persians, 
followed by two thousand horse: he mowed 
down their battalions, and itiarked his passa^^e 
with terror, and with death: — it was Anas- 
Eldujoud ! His brave companions, the Mama^ 
lukes^ Who loved him in the time of his glory, 
and who deplored hi^ misfortunes,, had left the 
army .at the commencement of the battle, and 
releasing him from confinement, came to fight 
under his orders. Housed on by love and 
revenge, he performed prodigies of valour: h^ 
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rallied the flying troops, and repulsing the van- 
<)uisher8, made his way to the corps which was 
commanded by the valiant Diwan. — *^ Prince/* 
said he, ^* let ns fly to victory !" 

He Ihen rushed into the thickest of Ae fight, 
and pi'essing ft>rward to the royal battalion of 
Ispahan, made it retreat. It seemed as. if the 
warriors of Bagdad had received some superna- 
tural aid ; they returned to their standaras, fol- 
lowed their intrepid leader, and falling on the 
' scattered troops, compelled them to seek for 
safety in flight. The confusion now became 
general ; and Chamier with difficulty escaped 
to his capital with the remains of nis army. 
ITiither he was pursued, and be found himself 
constrained to purchase the possession of his 
<lominions by an annual tribute. 

Anas-Eloujoud, after he had embraced the 
generous Diwan, who loaded hhn with praises, 
wrote the following bill^ to his mistress, on the 
field of battle :— 
>-^^ Ibrahim an4 myself are safe ; we have 

"|ht under tim colours of the invincible 

n, and vict^iry has declared in our favour. 

of my life, rejoice, for our misfortunes arc 

an end : all that thou boldest dear in the 
R)rUl will be restored to thee ; enjoy the hap- 
piness which awiAs us': constancy is now 
4qr4>w.Bed by love; 1 fly to thy arms!" 

Tbe messenger arriv«|l with joy on his counte- 
nance, and having prostrated himself at the feet 
«f the Princess, delivered the letter of her lover. 
J^o sooner did she begin to read it, than her 
head became giddy, and her reason forsook 
her. When Ouarcfi had recovered her senses, 
*he read the letter several times before she 
eould be convinced of its^-eality* She then said 
tt> the messenger—'* Is the news thou bringest 
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me true ? Dost thou know Auas-Eloujoud ? Did 
he give thee this letter i*' 

*' Priacess, I fought by his side ; and with 
that valiant hand which conquered the foes, I 
saw him write this billet, whi^h he ordered me 
to bring to you without delay." 

Slie nowcommanded her attendants to reward 
the messenger ; and taking a string of emeralds 
from her hair, said— ^^ Return to your master ; 
carry him this token of my joy ; let him fix it 
to his turban ; it is a present worthy to embellish 
the head of a conqueror/' 

The messenger departed, and the beauteous 
Ouardi eave a loose to^the extreme pleasure 
which this happy news had occasioned : a 
hundred times she read the letter of her lover> a 
hundred times she pressed it to her hearty and 
covered it with tears a,nd kisses. 

Meanwhile "^he Sultan approached at th^ 
head of his army, mounted on a superb courser, 
who proudly pranced the ground, and mode the 
bit oihis bridle white with foam, while his long 
mane floated in the wind, and his eyes darted 
lightning. Anas«£loujoud advanced at his 
right bend, widi a golden hehnet on his head, 
and clothed in the habit of a warrior : the two 
Visiers followed, and all the troops filed off in 
good order, with colours flying, amidst the 
joyAil acclamations of the people.^ This tri- 
umphar band passed imder the window of 
Ouardi, who beneld her father^ die Sultan^ and 
Jicr lover. It was the happiest moment of her 
life ; with what ecstacy did she contemplate all 
that was dear to her on earth ! Love, in hi^ 
her heart, still acquired additional charms from 
the splendour of glory. 

While the warriors were conducting the 
Sultan to bis palace, the, mother of Uuar^i 
. . . y E aiived 
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atrived in a litter, supported by cftftiels, iv^bea 
this amiable daughter descended the stairs with 
pt^cipitaticm, and thret^^ bersdlf at her feet, 
tvhhch »b^ bathed with her tears ; then pstsshig 
ber in her arms^ entreated her to forgive all her 
past offences. — ^^ My daughtet^ they are for- 
gotten; I shall now die content^ since I have 
the happiness of seeing you again. Thy exile 
had imbittered my life: what torrewts of tears 
has it caused me to abed !> .At length, hbirever, 
I press my daughter to the bosom which nou* 
rished her ; I pardon her past errors^ and esteem 
mysfelf the happiest of parents." 

While they were mutually enjoying these de^ 
iightful sensations, which nature has implanted 
in the breast of man, to console him for all th« 
fkski^ he is doomed to experience, the Sultai^, 
aG<!orapanied by old Ibrat^im, entered the apart^ 
THent. Ouardi prostrated herself before him; 
but the Ifemperor imnaediately r-aised ber from 
the gronmi, and told her to embrace the Yi«ier. 
She tfeett threw herself into the arm* of het- 
father *, and die old uiaii, overcame with jogr> 
said to her—** There is the mugnatnttMMtt 
Saltan, 'to whom we ar^ indebwd for out U^es : 
return him thaTiks, my daughter." 

But the heart of Onardi w«s tooftjll forutter- 
' ahce; bei^anisnated loo k»^ her heaving foosova^^ 
Mtd her flowing teai:s weiv i^otto <^apabk of 
Expressing her gratitade. * ^ 

'* Your father/' iwWod the SiiJlan, ^Aallb^ 
my lecond YisieT. Ai>as-fi)o«rjcfud shall oecirpy 
abotit my person, the same post wbiek he ea- 
foyed in Persia, I now aipptrnithim ood^tnarrder 
m drief of my armies : prepare youfteif/ thfeise- 
fore, to receive his hand— t0-mori?ow, at sunset, 
)»^ shall be€i:»sae yocn: hiisband.- t*his palaoe^ 
with a hundred tb<msaiKd s^q^s^ sbull be 

' Ouardi's. 



Oaardi's dower ; it is just she fbould fece|ve. a 
campejisation for the ilU she Ivjs experienced." 
Whefl he had sakJ tliis, he retired. The 
Visier and his daughter kissed his hand, and 
offered up a thousand vows fiirth^ prosperity 
of his reiga. This happy ftanily passed a great 
J>ait.of the night in the pleasing task of mutual 
consolation, in congratulating themselves on the 
une3ipected felicity which now awaited them, 
and in enjoying the grateful sentiments of pa- 
liental affection* and filial piety. 
. Ouardi wns too deeply affected to taste of 
setose; her happiness exceeded her most^san- 
guine hopes, in the midst of her transports, * 
aiie was often tedapted to believe she was in/ a 
dream ; her whole soul was absorbed in con- 
templation on the delightful pleasures of love. 
Anae-EIottjoud, crowned by victory, appeared 
to her as a God ; and she began to f^^ar that her 
beaiity waa inadequate to secure his affections. 
Before the morning dawned, she called' her 
women, and gave orders about her dress. 
Although her charms had received no refresh- 
meat from the balm of sleq?, the contentment 
which cheered her heart animated hei' features, 
and the roses of her cheeks recovered' their 
primitive splendour. Love had fixed his torch 
m her eyes ; and if her long suffcringti had left 
any blender traces of melancholy on Iier conn-' 
tenanee, jEar from proving prejudicial to her 
beauty, they only served to render it more 
affcctmg. . / 

As soon as slie was dressed in her sumptuous 
K)bes, and her face was concealed from the 
ejres of men by a splendid veil, embroidered 
with gold and precious stones, she went in pomp 
to the ba|b, which liad been prepared for her 
leception. Two troops of youthful maidens, 

B 2 arrayed 
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arrayed in silken garments^ sang verses com« \^ 
posed for the occasion : accompanied by me 
cithern and the cymbals^ they repeatedf. tb^ 
following chorus :— "" , 

^^ Happy pair ! let every '#ii§e be drowned in 
the pldasures of love ; love lias rew^urded^ymir 
constancy ; ye both enjoy the full vigoai^| 
youth 5 ye aie both nt for the combats 
Hymen ! — Youthful warrior^ open your eyes, art^ 
see if a more perfect beatity ever embellished 
the earth I Thou alone art worthy to triumph 
over her charms — thou alone hast deserved her 
heart ! Tear off those envious garments, which* 
-conceal such wondrous treasures. Ye are both: 
fit for the combats of Hymen : let every sen^^f^ -^ 
be drowned in the pleasures of love!" • "^ JL 

After the choir of singers, came the mostdis^" -^ 
tinguished ladies of Bagdad, covered with pearU 
and diamonds. The youthful bride walked by' 
the side of her mother, under a canopy sup- 
ported by four slaves. The procession advanced 
■with a slow pace, while the music played ; and 
the people, delighted with the glorious sight, 
made liie air resound with a thousand bene^ 
dictions- After the Visier's daughter had re- 
mained some hours in the bath, after the ladie3> 
had undressed her with great solemnity, and she 
had inhaled the fragrant vapours of burnt 
aloes, been duly perfumed, and undergone all 
the usual ceremonies, she was taken back to the 
palace with the same ceremonies. 

She waited with the most anxious impatience 
for the moment which was destined for the 
reception of her lover ; and often, as it occu*. 
pied her thoughts, her heart beat high, and the 
warm blood flew to her face. At sunset all the 
streets of the city were illuminated, and the 
3 ^ souad* 
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sound of drutns and truriipets announced the 
Suhan's arrival. He alignted at the gate of* 
the Visier's palace, and led his favourite to the 
apartment^ which was decorate#f with a profu- 
sion of lamps. As he entered, he took him by- 
the hand ; and presenting him to Quardi, said, 
with a gracious smile — " Receive nim as your 
husband ; he is worthy to render you happy." 

i\nas-Eloujoud contemplated with, extr^nae 
pleasure the maid he had so lone and so ten- 
derly loved ; he found her still more lovely 
than his fancy had formed her, and he remained 
kj^motionless with surprise and joy. Ouardi, en- 
, ^ued with the most exquisite sensibility, was 
^s^nable to contain her passion. Her bosom 
*' heaved with strong and frequent palpitations, 
. while her knees trembled under her, and her 
I eyes were modestly cast down before her vaur 
. quisher ; but, in the midst of her agitation, it was 
^ evident that pleastire animated all her motions, 
and gave a celestial splendour to her charms* 
At length, surmounting her timidity, she bowed 
to the Sultan, and said — " My Lord, I receive 
him from your hands ; and if love can make 

himhkppy ." 

She could proceed no farther : the sensations 
she experienced overpowered her, and she felt 
senseless on a sofa ; while Anas-Eloujoud, rush- 
ing to her assistance, seized her in his aims, 
and, by inrprinting a fervid kiss on her ruby lips, 
restored her to life. The generous Diwan, 
willing to leave them at full liberty to gi\ne way 
to their mutual transports, withdrew; and, 
though secretly jealous of his favourite, he con- 
gratulated himself on the performance of a 
glorious action, by uniting two persons who 
were so truly worthy of featn other. 

. w Ousirdi 
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Ouardi and Anas-"Elovjoud passed th« re- 
juaiader of their -daj^s in peace and happiness f 
and th^r posterity, at a subsequewt period, filied 
tlie throne of ifpuhun, to which Ibrahim had 
^me hereditaiy cUiimsr \. 
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